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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 198 Let us build a house,

Let us build a house, where love can dwell
And all can safely live a place where
Saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive
Built of hopes and dreams and visions
Rock of faith and vault of grace
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions
All are welcome , all are welcome.
All are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak
And words are strong and true
Where all God's children dare to seek
To dream God's reign anew
Here the cross shall stand as witness
And a symbol of God's grace
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus
All are ….

Separate yourself from your work.
Leave your stresses at the door.
Come and reconnect with God.
Remain in him and grow.
Grow closer, grow deeper.
Grow and be fruitful.
Come and glorify God!

Lord Jesus
We gather here, O Lord, for you, 
the vine, to nourish us. May we, 
the branches, draw our strength 
from you, and grow in harmony, 
unity and love. May we find 
nourishment through our 
rootedness in the life, teachings and love of Christ.
Receive the fruits of our worship and be glorified. Amen.
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Let us build a house 
where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, 
taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim 
from floor to rafter.
All are welcome……..

Let us pray, together

Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat: a banquet hall 
on holy ground where peace & justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; as we share 
in Christ the feast that frees us. All are ….

Let us build a house 
where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to 
fear and danger.
All are welcome….
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God of planting and harvest, growth and nourishment, we see you everywhere and in 
everything. The natural world gives us so much to enjoy and use physically, to ponder and 
reflect on emotionally and spiritually. We see that everything is connected: soil, sun and 
rainfall; chemistry and biology bringing seed to harvest; engineering and creativity making 
products fit for us to eat.
Connections run deep within your created world,
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Reading: John 15:1-17 and Romans 5:1-11

Listen to this hymn by Danny Daniels ‘You are the vine, we are the branches’, 
https://youtu.be/301PlhiRNx8. As you listen or read the words below – consider what this 
song is reminding us about God.

Reflection: Love changes everything 

Connections run deep within your created world, and we, your people, are in the middle of it 
all, linked to each other—entwined with nature herself. Forever remind us of how you call us 
to not just be consumers of your world’s products, but stewards too of all that is beautiful 
and special. Living God, let your natural world thrive into eternity, a reminder for all people 
of your divine glory.
God, you gave Jesus as a gift to the world. He became the vine that we might be the 
branches— extending your goodness out into our communities and world.
By your spirit, you resource and nourish, making provision for the seeds of talent in each of 
us, to flourish and burst forth in harvests of love and kindness, mercy and compassion,
justice and peace. Impacting our world for good and enhancing the lives of others. May your 
Spirit inspire us to new growth within and towards flourishing production to the glory of 
God. Amen

You Are The Vine. We Are The Branches. Keep Us Abiding In You. Keep Us Abiding In You. 
And We’ll Go, In Your Love, And We’ll Go, In Your Name.
That The World, Will Surely Know, That You Have The Power To Heal and To Save
You Are The Vine. We Are The Branches. Keep Us Abiding In You. Keep Us Abiding In You. 

When they met, she was just 13 and he was 14. They dated throughout high 
school. He became a football player and she stood on the side line and 
watched. Nobody was surprised when they married after high school. Four 
years and two babies later, she stood in her kitchen with the dirty dishes 
in the sink, a crying baby on her hip and a pile of dirty laundry in the corner. 
Tears were streaming down her cheeks. She didn’t really think about leaving 
– she just did it. 
Later that night she called her husband relieving him of his fears a little. 
“I was worried. Where are you?” he said. She ignored his questions. “What’s 
going on? What are you doing? Where are you?” he said. She just hung 
up the phone. Over the next three months she called him about once 
a week to let him know that the kids were ok, but when he would ask 
where she was, she would just hang up. 
The frantic young husband borrowed money from his family and friends to 
hire a private detective to find her.  It took four days to locate her. Borrowing 
more money, he flew down to Manchester, hired a car at the airport and drove 
to where she was. He found her living in a cheap hotel in a poor area of Liverpool.
As he approached her room there was doubt and fear in his heart and perspiration 
on his face. With his hands shaking badly he gently knocked on the door. When she came to 
the door, he couldn’t remember his prepared speech and simply blurted out, “I love you. 
Won’t you come home?” She stood there for a long moment and then melted into his arms. 
They wept for a long time and then they left the motel . . . together and headed home. 

One night, several weeks later, after the kids were in bed, he took her hand and led her 
their comfortable sofa. They had yet to discuss the incident because each was fearful that 
she would leave again. But he had to know, “Why wouldn’t you come home? Why, when I told 
you that I loved you and missed you and wanted you to come home, why didn’t you come 
back?” 
“Because before, those were only words; but then you came for me and my heart melted.”
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We note something here! Actions speak louder than words. God made 
a promise to us – he will always love us, no matter what scrapes we 
get into, no matter how far we run away, he comes  after us. But it 
took sacrifice and pain and death on a cross before humanity took 
note. It has often been said that “Anything worth having is worth 
fighting for.” And that is born out in this story. 
Today’s scripture reading talks about a love which sets the bar by which all other loves are 
defined. A love which defines unconditional love. A love which comes without condition. The 
love of God which changes everything.

Love does changes everything. Love has a way of reshaping us and redefining our priorities and 
our motives. It transforms our actions and ultimately it changes our lives. The love of God has 
been poured into our hearts through the Spirit. What Paul has laid out for the church in Rome 
and for us in the first four chapters of Romans is the fact that we, while created to be in a 
relationship with God, have fallen short of our end of the bargain. 
Because of sin we no longer are able to keep up our part of the relationship.  We have fallen 
short of God’s glory.

Paul starts this passage off by talking about a relationship. He writes, “therefore,” since you 
can’t become righteous by works, by rituals, or even by obedience to the law, the way that you 
can be justified is through faith. 
This word “justified” can be translated “righteousness”. And righteousness, we learn in the Old 
Testament, is all about a relationship. When a person fulfils his or her end of a relationship, or 
his or her obligations, they are said to be righteous. Righteousness entails faithfulness to a 
relationship. Commitment!

In the first four chapters of Paul’s letter to the Romans is a 
message for everyone. In those chapters Paul explains how a person 
is justified by faith or how a person can become righteous by having 
faith. The good news which is offered in this chapter is that a way 
has been made to repair that relationship once again.  A means has 
been provided whereby we can be at peace with the very God whom 
we have injured with our sin.  Love changes everything. 

Look what love has done! Almost all of us have relationships in our live that are strained. 
Perhaps with a spouse, or maybe a child. Remember what love has done – “This is my command: 
Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the 
line for your friends. ” Love went to the cross and gave up his life for each one of us.

The young man left everything and went to find his wife. Eventually they talked. Life can be 
difficult so be aware of those around you – be aware of their thoughts and feelings. The 
chapter in Roman’s we read earlier shows a means has been provided whereby we can be at 
peace with the very God whom we have injured with our sin. Love changes everything. 

Almost all of us have relationships in our live that are strained. Perhaps with a spouse, or 
maybe a child. Maybe it’s another person here, or someone at work. But you know how difficult 
it is to forgive that person if they’ve hurt you and you also know how difficult it is to ask to be 
forgiven if you’re the one who’s done the damage. How often are we willing to give in even when 
the other person is the one in the wrong and lay ourselves on the line so that our relationship 
can be repaired? That’s difficult bit! But this is exactly what God has done. God saw the big 
picture. God knew that we could never make our way back to where we started. God knows that 
if, left to our own efforts would only continue to try but fail to come back into the 
relationship that God created us to be a part of or for us to remain faithful. 
And so, God chose to take the initiative. God’s love changed everything. 
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 716 Come and Find the quiet centre

1 Come and find the quiet centre in the crowded life we lead.
Find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed:
Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see
All the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be.

2 Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace.
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base,
Making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun,
Raising courage when we're shrinking, finding scope for faith begun.

3 In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other's pain,
Let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain;
There's a place for deepest dreaming, there's a time for heart to care,
In the Spirit's lively scheming there is always room to spare!

We give thanks to God for the richness and renewal which comes to us through the 
ecumenical movement, so that today the rich heritage of one tradition can be freely enjoyed 
as a blessing to all. We give thanks to God for the love and commitment of pioneers and trail-
blazers, which set fresh examples and establish new norms in the life of the churches. God 
of all ages, you have accompanied your people with the courtesy and knowledge of true 
friendship and we thank you for the memory of Jesus referring to his disciples as his 
friends. Deepen friendship between Christians who appear to have little in common, remind us 
all again and again that love is the point of all we do in our work and in our worship.
Open our eyes to insights of faith which are unfamiliar to us and to ways of witnessing which 
challenge us, so that the love of Christ may shine in our lives. May we, as followers of Jesus, 
be known by our love and be bold to affirm that we are 'friends of all and enemies of none'.
Abiding God, we lift our world to you, holding in our hearts places where lives are crushed by 
injustice, torn up by conflict, trampled by the greed of others. May justice germinate and 
righteousness ripen. That all may know your abundant love. Let us live our prayers for the 
world to God. Re-root us in you that your kingdom may grow through us.
Nurturing God, we pray for our communities, holding in our hearts places where isolation has 
laid waste, deprivation has parched, dreams have withered. Flow afresh through these places, 
that all may know Your promise of fullness. Let is lift our prayers for our communities to God. 
Re-root us in you that your kingdom may grow through us. Life-giving God, we pray for our 
Church where apathy diseases: Plant in us a disease with all that stifles Your Spirit. Where 
lack of vision is causing your people to perish: Graft us into Your limitless love. Where 
weariness withers: Revive us with the Light of Jesus.
Let us lift our prayers for the Church to God.  Re-root us in you that your kingdom may grow 
through us. We pray for ourselves and the concerns of our hearts, let us life our prayers for 
ourselves to God in the stillness. Prune us to be ready to respond to You. Re-wild us with Your 
ever-flowing grace. Graft us to You, that we may bear much fruit. Re-root us in you that your 
kingdom may grow through us. Amen
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Jesus, You are The Vine and we are the branches. Help us to stay connected to you 
each day. 

CCL 1160072

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/Mpb_nHwex-A

