
Worship At Home

October 10th 2021
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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 458 At the name of Jesus

CCL 11600721  At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess him King of glory now;
‘Tis the Father's pleasure, that we call him Lord,
Who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

2 Humbled for a season, to receive a name
From the lips of sinners unto whom he came;
Faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,
Brought it back victorious when from death he passed.
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Let us pray,
Faithful one, whose word is life: come with saving power to free our praise, inspire our prayer and shape 
our lives for the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. God, in whom all things are possible,

Call To Worship 
“O Lord, I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters. In 
the midst of the congregation I will praise you! You who fear 
the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify 
him. Stand in awe of him! For he did not despise or abhor 
the affliction of the afflicted. He did not hide his face from 
me, but heard when I cried to him. All the ends of the earth 
shall remember and turn to the Lord. All the families of 
the nations shall worship before him. Posterity will serve 
him. Future generations will be told about the Lord, and 
proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn.” Psalm 22

5 For the same Lord Jesus shall return again,
with his Father’s glory, with his angel train;
all the wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him King of Glory now.

Heavenly Father, we trust in You and in Your word completely. We praise You and honour 
You for the gift of eternal life, made possible for us by the death of Your only Son for 
our sins. We bow down before Jesus Christ, Your one and only Son Whom You raised from 
the dead. We offer up our prayers to You, through the One seated at Your right hand in 
glory. We know that we can depend on Your saving presence each day of our lives, for 
Jesus Christ intercedes for us daily. Fill us now with Your Holy Spirit, so our worship and 
praise will be acceptable in Your sight, even as we pray using the words Jesus Christ 
taught us: “Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be your Name. Your Kingdom come.  
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,  But deliver us 
from evil.  For Yours is the kingdom,  The power, and the glory, 
For ever.   Amen.
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4 Bore it up triumphant with its human light,
Through all ranks of creatures to the central height;
To the THRONE Godhead, to the Father’s BREAST,
Filled it with the glory of his triumph won. X REST

CCL 1160072

https://youtu.be/tmikQy_ipA0
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Reading: Mark 10: 2-16 

you crown the year with your goodness and give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory, so that none may hunger, none may thirst,
and all may cherish the gifts of your creation, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Lord God almighty, come and dispel the darkness from our hearts, that in the radiance of 
your brightness we may know you, the only unfading light, glorious in all eternity.
We reach to you, Lord, from the pits of our faults and fallibility: pits we have dug ourselves,
or been thrown into by others. Cast down by gender; stigmatised by broken relationships;
put down because of age and inexperience. We reach out to you as children in need of 
acceptance, healing and love. Let no one stop us from coming to you, Lord, for we are your 
children. Amen

I wonder if you remember the days when the 
Berlin Wall came down in 1989? It was a very 
solid wall dividing the German city of Berlin, 
preventing people from East Berlin crossing to 
the west. Soldiers patrolled the wall and shot 
anyone trying to cross it. It became a symbol of 
fear, of control, of deprivation, of separation. It 
took away the freedom of those who wanted to 
move from the east to the west. The wall existed for 38 years – but then, and rather 
suddenly, people were allowed to cross freely. 
Some climbed on the wall with hammers and picks and began breaking the wall down. It was 
demolished very soon after. It was a very real physical barrier and it was quite a shock and 
a surprise when, almost overnight, it fell.

It isn’t just Berlin that had a wall. I’ve spoken before about other walls that divide people, 
countries and our towns and cities. Perhaps it can be argued that the English Channel has 
become a barrier in the post Brexit years. It has been reported in our news that the 
number of people attempting to cross the channel in small boats has doubled in a year.

While politicians argue about whose responsibility it is to prevent people from making that 
hazardous journey, individuals and families continue to risk their lives in an attempt to 
reach the UK. I wonder if Jesus would sidestep the arguments about which is the first 
safe country and who should pay to patrol the English channel, and focus instead on the 
individuals involved and God’s love and care for each one. We often get animated by 
abstract concepts of responsibility or freedom and miss the human stories at the centre. 
The Pharisees were taking the legal abstract idea of divorce and using it to test Jesus’ 
integrity as a teacher. Jesus responded by focussing on the relationships of the people 
involved, the harm that divorce caused (especially to women who had no rights to own 
property and would be left destitute) and God’s created order that marriage should be for 
life.

Barriers exist to keep things in or out. They force separation. Make people stand out from 
within a crowd. The disciples in this week’s Gospel story acted as barriers when they tried 
to keep the children from Jesus. There could be several reasons why they did this. Perhaps 
they thought Jesus needed a rest and they were trying to give him a break. Or, it may have 
been because, in those days, children did not have much social status or value, and the 
disciples thought Jesus had better things to do. Maybe they felt that their role was to act 
as Jesus’ ‘agent’, deciding who would get to see him. 

Reflection: ‘Not more walls, let’s break them down.’
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Whatever the reason, Jesus rebuked them. He did not agree with what they were doing and 
they were not acting with his authority. This incident can be seen as merely the introduction 
to the story where Jesus welcomes children and we see the passage as an example of 
inclusivity – which it is. But let’s stay with the disciple and barriers for a moment. The 
disciples were part of Jesus’ team. They followed him, lived with him, saw the work he did 
and learned many things from him. They got side tracked from time to time and tried to work 
things out, sometimes showing complete misunderstanding and sometimes going off at a 
tangent. Does this help us to reflect on barriers that exist today that might prevent people 
from meeting Jesus? For example, is there anything in our church or community rules, our 
attitudes, our presumptions about what Christians are like, or which people might not be 
suitable to mix with, that could – or do – create barriers?

‘Let the little children come to me.’ Try replacing the word ‘children’ 
with ‘homeless’, ‘depressed’, ‘hurting’, ‘unloved’ and many, many more. 
Are we are doing all that we can to make sure everyone has the 
opportunity to meet and be welcomed by Jesus?
Let the little children come. This week I heard about a church 
toddler group who had a 3-year-old ringleader named Bradley. 
Every Tuesday he would arrive five minutes after the group started,
by banging open the doors and shouting ‘Yeah’ – to which the entire group would respond ‘It’s 

Bradley’ and then the fun would start. 

After a year, his mum was persuaded that Jesus was worth getting to know and that she 
should come to church on a Sunday. They arrived, five minutes after the service started, 
with Bradley running ahead of his Mum to bang open the doors and yell as he had done every 
week. The look on this little boy’s face as he yelled at around 50 people all sat in rows, who all 
looked round en masse, in place of his usual playmates was one of shock and horror. His 
mother was mortified, snatched him up and sat right at the back trying not to notice 
everyone now looking at them. No-one tutted or complained or criticised the mother at all, 
but her own sense of being out of place and unwelcome meant that she interpreted simple 
looks directed at an interruption as personal criticism. 

The disciples were deliberately stopping the children from coming to Jesus, but I still 
wonder if, by not getting loudly welcoming this mother and child, this church kept them from 
knowing Jesus. Often, people expect that they are unwelcome and will read this into the body 
language of the people that they see. As Christians, we need to be aware of this and follow 
Jesus’ example and overtly welcome people as he did those children. 

There are many different examples of situations we all feel unsettled by. As we face them 
let us try and follow the example of Jesus and see the value in all things – not simply the 
things which the media and society influence us to see as important. And when things 
frustrate us (like having to queue for petrol, or having to divert because of another road 
closure) lets take a moment to ask God for an extra portion of patience.

Let’s pray
Loving God we bring into your tender care all families in which there is discord. We pray for 
those who live with tension and distrust, with faithlessness and abuse. Bring healing to 
broken relationships and reconciliation to those who feel hurt. Help us all to accept the 
variety of family models which make up our world and not to judge one another.
Loving God we pray for those who grieve a loved one especially those who have been killed. 
We remember the family of Sabina Nessa and all those whose loved ones have been victims 
of street violence. We pray that all people will respect one another and that everyone may be 
able to walk the streets in safety.
Loving God we thank you for the family of nations. Today we pray for the people of Germany 
for those negotiating to form a new government. May they rule in justice and compassion. 
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 465 Be Thou my vision 

1.  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one

3.   Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and thou only first in my heart
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art

CCL 1160072

Hope for the best, believe in the best. Seek to live as if the kingdom has come! Know 
that God is with you in this fallen world: the Lord cares and understands. So be there 
for one another, accepting in love, and with grace.

We pray for the leaders of Afghanistan that they will respect the human rights of their 
citizens and foster tolerance and peace.
Loving God we pray for the victims of the earthquake in Crete, for the family of the man who 
died, for those who were injured and for all whose lives and well-being have been affected. 
May your love give peace to those who are suffering and give vision and determination to 
those who seek to rebuild homes and communities.
Loving God we bring to you the crisis concerning gas prices and its impact on our communities. 
We pray for those who are concerned that increased gas prices will reduce them to food 
poverty. Guide the companies and the government that a fair and equitable conclusion may be 
reached. Comfort and strengthen those who are worried about their future.
Loving God we pray for all who are sick. We continue to pray for those who are suffering as a 
result of Covid-19 for their families and for all health professionals. We pray that the 
vaccination programme may be successful in minimising the number of people who catch the 
virus.
God of all families, bring wholeness and peace. Loving God, unite us as your family: may the 
stronger offer support, the wealthier share what they have, the church offer hope and all 
your children live together in peace. God of all, in your name we pray. Amen.

Repeat verse 1

Still be my vision, O ruler of all.                
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4.   High King of heaven, my victory won
May I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O ruler of all

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/jIMhshpf0Y4

