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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – Harvest Samba

1. Cabbages and greens, Broccoli and beans,
Cauliflower and roasted potatoes, Taste so good to me!
Apricots and plums, Ripened in the sun,
Oranges and yellow bananas,  Good for everyone!

2. Golden corn and wheat, Oats and sugar beet,
Fluffy rice and tasty spaghetti, wonderful to eat!
Coffee, cocoa, tea, growing naturally,
Herbal plants and all kinds of spices. Very nice indeed!
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It’s another Harvest Festival, when we bring our fruit and vegetables,
Cause we want to share the best of all the good things that we’ve been given.
It’s another opportunity to be grateful for the food we eat 
With a samba celebration to say thank you to God the Father.

Let us pray,
Lord we celebrate the harvest of the earth, the seas, the skies. We celebrate the 
harvest of our gifts, we thank you for the flowers, the fruits and the church decorations. 
We celebrate the harvest of your people, we thank you for the young and the not so 
young, we praise you for the able and disabled, and we thank you for people from other 
lands and cultures who have broadened our life and horizons.
Lord, we celebrate the harvest of our different talents and abilities. Thank you for the 
people who make us laugh and for all who have a beautiful smile, thank you for those who 
are gentle and caring toward other people, thank you for those who serve others in their 
work and in their daily lives, thank you for the people who encourage us and help us to do

Call To Worship 
(based on call to worship published in Spill the beans issue 16 Harvest)

Come, you thankful people, come, raise the song of 
harvest home!
Good gifts are all around us and are sent to us 
from heaven above!
Today we give thanks for the fruits of all 
creation,
Together we worship in thankfulness and joy,
and in concern and care, that all might know the 
blessings of harvest time.
May we join in song, with gifts, amidst creation, 
Generous God, we come to you knowing that we 
need your grace again, Your generosity again,
Your love again. We come to you, just as we are, 
knowing that we are accepted.
Amen.

3. Thank you for the Harvest. Thank you for your goodness.
For all the fruit and vegetables and the wonderful things that grow.
Thank you for the Harvest. Thank you for your goodness.
For all the fruit and vegetables and the wonderful things that grow.

It’s another Harvest Festival ……

It’s another Harvest Festival ……
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https://youtu.be/90KL_rXYPCU
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Reading: Luke 10:1-20

our best in life.
We thank you for the people, who are athletic and sporty, we thank you for those who 
are brainy and clever, we thank you for those who are practical and mechanical, we thank 
you for those who sweat and toil in fields and on the roads or in factories, we thank you 
for those who can cook and bake, and who use those talents in many different ways.
Lord of the harvest we thank you for them all, and for us all, in the name of Christ our 
Lord we pray now as you taught us saying –
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Reflection: ‘Harvest.’
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The Harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. This is a powerful piece of scripture that 
just seemed to jump out of the page at us. To me it speaks volumes. To me it says there is a 
lot of work to be done but not many of us wanting to do it. When I was a teenager a way to 
earn some money was to ‘hire’ yourself out to help gather in the crops. It was hard work 
especially if the crop in question was potatoes. First you had 
to break the ground, then dig up each potato plant, then 
gather in the potatoes from every plant and store them in a 
tray or a large paper bag. The October holidays were known 
as the ‘Tatty holidays’ but it wasn’t much of a holiday, digging 
up potatoes was back breaking work.  But it was also a special 
time and all though it was hard work everyone had a great 
time meeting friend and acquaintances. The workers laughed 
and talked about all sorts of things and of course there were 
the harvest picnics. Sandwiches made with egg and salad 
cream, home-made cake and a home brews in stone flagons. 
And of course it was very satisfying when the work was all done.

Jesus knew that the time was right to send disciples out to tell people about God. He told 
them “It’s going to be hard; you are going to come up against some tough circumstances and 
strong opposition. You will be like lambs among wolves, frightened and having to watch their 
back all the time. He knew that there would be opposition to them preaching a new message. 
There were three things that I thought about when I read these words of scripture:
1. We need workers
2. We have to go out into the field to reap the harvest
3. Hard work brings rewards

In church today we need workers. If we all just go to church each Sunday and sit there or at 
home and praise God then walk out saying thank you very much, then eventually we will end up 
a dead church.

We have to work hard at trying to get others to join us. Don’t be mistaken it is right and 
proper to praise God but we have to involve others and we have to get involved ourselves in 
the community. It’s another step that we have to take. It is very easy to become detached 
from other people and remain in our comfort zone... We need to have other people join us to 
do God’s work. We have to speak about our faith to other and tell them how it makes us feel. 
This can be hard and make us feel embarrassed, but we should not think like this. To believe 
in God is something to be proud of, it is a way of life. It is society that has made us feel 
apprehensive about talking openly about our faith to others and apprehension is one of the 
hurdles we have to overcome.
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This week is harvest thanksgiving day and in some churches gift day. Please remember if you 
haven’t been back to your church since COVID your church is still there. Church  buildings
still need repairs and they still have expenses – there are still things to be done. 

In today’s story Jesus appointed 72 people to go ahead of him to prepare the 
way for him and to tell people what was about to happen. When a circus or fair 
comes to town there are posters advertising the fact that they will be arriving 
weeks before they come. This is what Jesus was doing he was getting people’s 
attention and making them ready to hear his message. He was preparing the way. 

Can you imagine it a stranger walks up to you and says ”I have something fantastic and 
exciting to tell you there is a man coming this way in a few weeks time who is really worth 
listening to. He’s one of those people that you find fascinating to listen to and want to hear 
more of. He also speaks a lot of sense and is going to tell you about what happens to you when 
your life on this earth ends, and about a loving and forgiving God. Now no one has ever been 
able to tell us that before. By the way he will tell you that whatever you have done wrong it 
will be forgiven by this great God. No need for costly offerings anymore just to admit before 
him that you have done wrong and you will be forgiven.”

This is a message that people responded to then and will respond to again today. Of course 
they wanted to know more about this man, they wanted to know what it was like in heaven and 
they wanted to know more about this God. The appetites had been whet. We have to go out 
into the field to reap the harvest. And we need to go out of our way to tell the story of 
Jesus.

As I look out of my house window across the fields, I see the birds going about their day, 
finding food wherever they can and I see some sheep grazing and I ask myself, what worries 
do they have? I look after them and give them care and love and when I compare their lives 
to the business of ours I wonder which of us has got it right. 

Do we find that the more we have the more we want? Has Covid-19 caused people to take 
stock of their lives and to prioritise what is important to us? Has it enabled people to be 
content with what they already have? Do we listen to what God says and then apply it to our 
own lives? If we view our possessions or success in life as the result of our own talent and 
efforts, will we think of ourselves as the owner of these things, whereas in reality we are 
only stewards of all that God has provided? 

At this harvest celebration remember this year to give thanks for the workers not just in 
fields but in deliveries and retail. Let us give thanks for all that God has given us and for the 
privileged lives we lead in this part of the world.

The harvest is plentiful. So pray for workers, not forgetting that God has given this privilege 
to you too and not just to called workers. In fact think of one person that you would like to 
share God’s Word with this week and pray that the Lord would give you the opportunity to do 
so share. 

Let’s pray
Loving God we bring into your tender care all families in which there is discord. We pray for 
those who live with tension and distrust, with faithlessness and abuse. Bring healing to 
broken relationships and reconciliation to those who feel hurt. Help us all to accept the 
variety of family models which make up our world and not to judge one another.
Loving God we pray for those who grieve a loved one especially those who have been killed. 
We remember the family of Sabina Nessa and all those whose loved ones have been victims 
of street violence. We pray that all people will respect one another and that everyone may be 
able to walk the streets in safety.

Come 
to the…
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 233 Come, you thankful people come

4   Even so, Lord, quickly come- bring your final harvest home!
gather all your people in free from sorrow, free from sin,
there together purified, ever thankful at your side-
come, with all your angels, come, bring that glorious harvest home!

1 Come, you thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home!
fruit and crops are gathered in now, before the storms begin:
God our maker will provide for our needs to be supplied;
come, with all his people, come, raise the song of harvest home!

2 All the world is God's own field, harvests for his praise to yield;
wheat and tares (weeds) together sown here for joy or sorrow grown:
first the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear-
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall bring his harvest home;
He himself on that great day, worthless things shall take away,
give his angels charge at last in the fire the weeds to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store in his care for evermore.

CCL 1160072

Go and live in balance with creation. Go and live in balance with each other. Go and live 
in balance with life and may God hold that balance in the palm of his hand.

Loving God we thank you for the family of nations. Today we pray for the people of Germany 
for those negotiating to form a new government. May they rule in justice and compassion. We 
pray for the leaders of Afghanistan that they will respect the human rights of their citizens 
and foster tolerance and peace.

Loving God we pray for the victims of the earthquake in Crete, for the family of the man who 
died, for those who were injured and for all whose lives and well-being have been affected. 
May your love give peace to those who are suffering and give vision and determination to those 
who seek to rebuild homes and communities.

Loving God we bring to you the crisis concerning gas prices and its impact on our communities. 
We pray for those who are concerned that increased gas prices will reduce them to food 
poverty. Guide the companies and the government that a fair and equitable conclusion may be 
reached. Comfort and strengthen those who are worried about their future.
Loving God we pray for all who are sick. We continue to pray for those who are suffering as a 
result of Covid-19 for their families and for all health professionals. We pray that the 
vaccination programme may be successful in minimising the number of people who catch the 
virus.

God of all families, bring wholeness and peace. Loving God, unite us as your family: may the 
stronger offer support, the wealthier share what they have, the church offer hope and all 
your children live together in peace. God of all, in your name we pray. Amen.
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