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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 531 My Jesus, My Saviour

CCL 1160072

My Jesus, my Saviour. Lord there is none like you. All of my days, I want to praise
The wonders of your mighty love. My comfort, my shelter. 
Tower of refuge and strength. Let every breath, all that I am.
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands
Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In YOU.

Let us come together to be still, to be known, loved,
and held by God our creator, to be thankful for all 
that God gives us, to be healed and restored, that in our worship today joy and gladness may 
refresh and renew us.

Let us pray,
God our creator, we are made in your image, create and reshape us anew for your purposes.
God our Sustainer, who sent your Son Jesus to be our servant, by your grace, forgive us 
where we have hurt your world. God our guide and inspiration, open our hearts to receive 
your wisdom, inspire and direct us – in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Lord God, we come humbly into your presence this morning, ready to explore our place in 
your community. James and John had very set ideas about where they wanted to sit in glory. 
Sometimes we have very fixed ideas about where we want to sit in this gathering. We like to 
know our place. Help us to understand that you don’t have favourites and we shouldn’t either, 
and that we are a community and we are all in this together.
God of community, you look down from heaven on your children on earth, and are overcome 
with love. Love that reaches out to touch even the most faraway soul. God the Father, who 
made all creation, and shares all good gifts with us. We adore you, Lord.
God the Son, just as you walked on earth with your friends, you are always here with us.
God the Spirit, though we don’t see you, we know you are deep within our hearts. You make 
sense of our place in your world. Lord, sometimes we have very set ideas about communities. 
The ones we belong to. The ones we aspire to. The ones we stay away from. Help us to see as 
you do: you love every member of every community. We are all one in you. 

”Come all you who sit down in the High God’s 
presence, spend the night in God’s shadow, Say 
this: “GOD, you’re my refuge. I trust in you and 
I’m safe!” That’s right—he rescues you from 
hidden traps, shields you from deadly hazards. 
His huge outstretched arms protect you—
under them you’re perfectly safe; his arms fend 
off all harm.” Psalm 91:1-2

https://youtu.be/hGmZcTCXjmM
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Reading: Mark 10.35-45

Forgive us when we look down on others, or consider our way alone to be the right one. Help 
us to work together with you for good, putting ourselves aside and others always first.
God sees our hearts as we turn to him to seek forgiveness. He doesn’t want us to fight for 
preference but to grow ever closer to him through pure and simple love. As we come to him,
acknowledging that we don’t always get it right, he freely and abundantly pardons us.
Thank you, most gracious God. Amen.

Reflection: Belonging

The other evening I came across an interesting report on UK Beavers. 
Beavers have been locally extinct in the UK for many years but, 
recently, they have been reintroduced in just a few locations as an 
ecological experiment. Beavers work as a community, creating a lodge 
and dam that provides their family space and shelter. And in felling 
trees and making dams, they change the landscape, creating new 
wetland habitats for themselves, and for plants and other animals in 
the surrounding countryside. They bring new light and space and improve water quality. 
Of course, not everyone wants their land flooded or trees cut down, so they have their 
detractors too. It will be interesting to see how the experiment works out in years to come.

Leaving aside those ecological arguments and details, the broad description of beavers at 
work might be a helpful analogy for the gathered church. The church provides a place for a 
family, a community, to gather and shelter. Church members are called to serve and 
transform their local neighbourhood, flooding the area with God’s unconditional love, bringing 
the light of Christ into people’s lives, and improving the quality of those lives.

Last year, during the pandemic lockdowns, many people found new purpose in spending more 
time outside, finding or creating green spaces for reflection or recreation, or growing food 
in gardens and allotments. Others assisted in delivering food and supplies to those in 
isolation and financial need, whether directly or through food banks. In many places church 
communities, often in partnership with others, have been at the heart of this service. 
Maybe it is too soon to know what things have changed for ever – doors permanently opened; 
new and lasting ventures begun – but certainly the question has been posed.

And evolving needs may require us to change the way we think about our church buildings. 
After all, church did not stop when the buildings were closed! But now that we have them 
back, should we be looking at new ways to use these buildings? Can we make more use of 
them – open them up – as a place for worship, prayer and reflection, of course, but also as 
centres of care and hospitality in our community. To return to the beaver analogy: new 
habitats for young and old and everyone in between!

And what about those good old beavers? Well, the first experimental projects have been 
successful, and the beavers are still beavering away. Now they are to be introduced in other 
locations. May it be so with our endeavours as God’s community. May our lives be 
surrendered into God’s loving purposes, and may God’s love be revealed more and more.

Following and leading are intimately connected, but different activities. To follow is to go 
after, taking your lead from someone else. To lead is to set the direction and expect others 
to join with you in the task or journey. Both are very important. Today most people find 
following difficult – think about how often we question those who would lead: Why? Where 
are we going? Is this the right way? James and John aspire to leadership and status, but 
they are challenged by Jesus whose leadership is all about following i.e. following God and 
doing what God asks. How can we learn to be God’s servants (or even slaves)? How do we feel 
about belonging to God?
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Jesus follows the road to Jerusalem, as is asked of him. James and 
John follow, but they try to do so on their own terms. Are we like 
James and John, do we do the same? Is it the cost of discipleship 
that puts us off, or is it something cultural (in a world where 
independence and being your own person is constantly emphasised)? 
When asked if they can share with Jesus in what he is doing, James 
and John say yes – but are they really in this together? Similarly, 
we who follow Jesus and ask God to act for us, how committed are 
we to hearing and doing what God might be asking of us?

‘Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love.’ These are the 
words of Mother Teresa. When we are challenged to serve a needy world, the task can seem 
overwhelming. The world is a big place. We may feel useless, helpless, but we can do one thing 
with great love. And we can start by thinking about the needs of the part of the world where 
God has placed us. We are all in this together – we need not feel or be on our own in doing so. 
Among the challenges of our church or other community groups, is there one thing that we 
might take on? Don’t forget to encourage one another, too.

Are our eyes open to see God in every human being? Dare we pray less for what we want and 
more to see the world as God sees it? It is challenging seeing people who are different to us 
– people who have opposing ideas and principles, people we may genuinely fear – as all being 
God’s children just as much as we consider ourselves to be. Jesus calls us to love and to serve 
‘all’, not just our friends and family. That too can be very challenging, and is why, every day, 
we should pray (in the words of St Loyola): ‘Teach us to give and not to count the cost.’

Let us pray together, 
Lord, we pray for those who have given their lives to serve –
whether on far-off mission fields or just around the corner,
pouring out love and compassion on those you have placed in their care and in their lives;
may they know your strength, especially when they are weary or overwhelmed.

Be their refuge, O God,
and give them all they need for each day.
Lord, we pray for those who, in their vocations and workplaces,
are in a position of caring for others in tangible ways –
looking after the sick and the lonely,
providing housing or advice, being at the other end of a phone,
transporting those who cannot get around easily.

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 559 There is a Redeemer

Thank you, oh my father. For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit, 'Til the work on Earth is done

1 There is a redeemer. Jesus, God's own Son. 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.

2 Jesus my redeemer. Name above all names.
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Oh, for sinners slain.

3 When I stand in Glory. I will see His face.
And there I'll serve my King forever. In that Holy Place.

Thank you, oh my father. For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit, 'Til the work on Earth is done
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https://youtu.be/5SG3a7PTSFE
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 251 I the Lord of sea and sky

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send?

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

CCL 1160072

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

We thank you for them, and ask your blessing on them. May they be provided with the 
resources to do their jobs well. And we pray that those who are in supervisory positions 
might have wisdom and awareness of the needs of those who work for them.
Lord, we pray for all of us here, that you may lead us in our own service of others, reminding 
us of the deep motivation of Christ’s love, and giving us a heart for your world.

Thank you, Lord God, that in your kingdom things are wonderfully topsy turvy, and we are all 
in this together. Thank you that to do your will we must become servants,
and we are all in this together.
Thank you that when we follow Jesus, however little we think we have to offer, we can all 
minister to each other, and we are all in this together.
Thank you that you know what we need.
You came to earth to serve and build up your followers,
and we are all in this together. We thank you for our ministers and church community, all who 
help us to find our place in your community, and we are all in this together.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

Lord, take our thoughts and turn them into prayer. Take our prayer and turn it into love. 
Take our love and turn it into life. In Jesus Christ today and every day.
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