
Worship At Home

28st November 2021
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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4  306 O come all ye faithful

1 O Come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem,
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

2 True God of true God, light of light eternal, lo he abhors not the virgin womb, 
Son of the Father, begotten not created.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Loving God,
As we light this Advent candle, may its flame 
be for us a sign of hope; may its warmth be a 
symbol of God’s love for us; and may it inspire 
us to be hope bearers – people of compassion 
and integrity, as we gather in the name of Jesus
who is the light of the world. Amen. 
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3 See how the Shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks 
draw nigh to gaze. We too, will thither bend our joyful footsteps.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

As take a moment to notice the lights in 
your own home. Think about the extra lights 
appearing around your community, in homes, 
in streets and in the city/town centres.
In this darkest of months for us we
are making more and more use of lights 
during this time of year while people in the 
southern hemisphere are enjoying long 
summer days of natural light and a ‘beach 
Christmas’.
From a branch sprouting hope is coming.
The heavens are shifting, hope is coming. A 
troubled world waits but hope is coming.
As we, the people of God wait patiently,
hanging on with Advent hope, we bring our 
worship.

4 Magi, Christ adoring offer Him incense, gold and myrhh, we to the Christ-child 
bring our hearts and oblations, 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

The first of our candles, lit today,
the first week of Advent, we are on the 
way towards Christmas. Stories of old 
once more are retold as we gather to hear 
of signs made clear: Jesus is coming, light 
shines in the dark, stars in the night sky 
are leaving their mark.

5 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all ye citizens of heaven above. 
‘Glory to God in the highest’.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. CCL 1160072

https://youtu.be/2GSOpW4vLHI


2

Readings: 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-36

Reflection: Waiting 

Let us pray together
God of the cosmos, of earth, moon, and sun, God of the distant, of galaxies and big bangs, 
God of the past, of history’s story passed down to us, God of the future, still to be 
written, still to be cast, may we approach afresh the old, old story of incarnation: God 
with us.
Give us the enthusiasm and excitement of a child opening the first door of their new 
Advent calendar. May we see beyond the story to the timeless hope and expectation that 
you are with us, always, no matter what. May we see in the signs around us glimmers of 
you at work, and may we never cease in anticipating that your kingdom will come and your 
will be done.
Where clouds darken the skies may we never give up hope but look to the coming of the 
Son, in this day and every day.
Lift our souls and spirits as we bring our praise to you.
Check our hearts and minds as we acknowledge how much we still have to grow into your 
likeness: that day by day we have opportunities to reveal your care and love for all 
creation and yet we take advantage of it, abuse it, and treat what is precious and 
valuable as if it has no intrinsic worth.
Forgive us, Creative One, and help us see the signs all around us calling us to do better,
to be better. Amen.
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Reflection for Advent: The Hope In Waiting

Thinking of the future.
Looking to tomorrow.

Will it get any better?
Global pandemic, climate crisis,

history shaping our lives,
creating fear and uncertainty.

Thinking of the present.
Looking to here and now.

And I am waiting…
Waiting for what?

The signs of coming out of the troubled times?
The light at the end of the tunnel?

Still uncertain. Still seeking.
Deep within my soul

I cannot help wondering is there hope in waiting?
Is there hope to come?

Spending days searching for hope
surrounded by the silence in waiting.

We do not have to be alone.
We do not have to wonder endlessly.

Our hope comes when we remember the One.
Our hope comes when we seek the One.

Our hope comes in the presence of the One.
Lord God, the One. Only you are our hope.

You are our hope in waiting.
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There were once these three women in Ghana, in West Africa, who wanted children and had 

tried every means they knew to get pregnant and had not been successful. 
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As a last resort, they decided to go to a local medicine man to see if he could help them. 

When they arrived and told the medicine man the purpose of their visit, he told them that he 

could help them get pregnant but there was a “Catch 22” attached to his medicine. All of the 

women asked with one voice what the “Catch 22” was, and the medicine man answered that 

they would go mad when they gave birth, so they needed think about it very carefully if they 

still wanted the medicine.

The three women went out and thought about what they had heard for a while, and then came 

back to the medicine man. Two of the women decided that, yes, they wanted the medicine. 

But the third woman said that she didn’t want the medicine if she was not going to be able to 

enjoy her baby. So, the man gave the medicine to the two women who wanted it, and all three 

women returned to their homes.

Sure enough, about 10 months later the two women who took the 

medicine became pregnant and gave birth to beautiful babies. They 

waited for months to see if they would lose their minds, but 

nothing happened to them. So, they went back to the medicine man 

and asked, “when are we going to go crazy?” The medicine man 

asked them if they were not already crazy, and they said “no.” Then 

their children started to wiggle in their arms and both women 

began shaking their bodies to keep the babies quiet, and the 

medicine man started to laugh, asking, “who is playing music that you are both dancing to?” 

They looked at him in a very funny way and said, “we are trying to keep the babies quiet.” 

Then the medicine man said, “that is your craziness; when you have children, that is what 

happens to you, you dance or shake your body in public without shame or the idea that you are 

acting crazily.”

When the third woman heard the story, she went back to the medicine man and said she 

wanted to have a baby if that was the only craziness he was talking about–but it was too late! 

Her fear of what others might say about her if she went mad prevented her from having her 

deepest-most desire. Do we ever trade our relationship with God for something else because 

of what our friends or the world might think about us?

Take hope in these verses from 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13. There are three words which leapt 
out at me when I read this passage : thankfulness, love and relationship. First, we are 
reminded here of the joy of knowing that we are loved when life is tough. There is great 
delight and even a hint of relief in verse 9. The new Thessalonian community of Christians are 
continuing in their faith. They continue to love, and support, and encourage one another. 
Relationships matter, and particularly when life is tough — which it most often is —
relationships matter. To know that you are loved, prayed for and supported in the midst of 
suffering is a wonderful and joyous experience. There is evidence that the community is 
rooted in love and there practice love is ensuring not just the survival of faith in the midst of 
difficulty, but the growth and increase of faith. To live a holy life is to live as a living and 
breathing expression of the love, life, and reality of God.

Take a look at the world and what is happening in it and let your faith help you to understand 
that there is a God who cares about everyone, all of us. Allow the coming Christ into our 
hearts and let him help us turn our lives around, so we can experience first hand what 
Christmas is all about! May the Coming of Christ bless us all!

http://clipart-library.com/
clipart/1006214.htm

http://clipart-library.com/
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 316 Love came down at Christmas

CCL 1160072

Advent God, bringing hope and expectation into a world crying out for justice, for honesty, 
and for healing and restoration, we bring our prayers to you.
Save us from short-term thinking and short-term planning that never takes into account the 
full ramifications of decisions, but rather is driven by what is popular in the moment, by what 
will get a positive newspaper headline.
Help us to see the world with a different perspective, to see the signs around us and to read 
them well, to be honest with ourselves about what is happening and why, and to seek solutions 
and choices that bring long-term benefits for all.
When the world is crying out to us may we hear the groans that climate change stirs, may we 
hear the anguish of those whose homes and livelihoods whose, present and future are 
threatened by the effects of climate change, and recommit ourselves to action.
When words are cheap, and real commit is costly, may we hold our policy makers to account,
ensuring that they share a vision that seeks the well-being of the planet, and the place of all 
creatures upon it.
In a time of darkness for many people threatened by rising inflation, their costs going up 
even as their wages stagnate, where choices from scant resources have to be made day to 
day: feeding the children, or heating the home, buying new clothes, or paying the council tax,
we pray for all those people and families who live with the stress this brings: unable to plan 
for the long-term because today has more than enough worry.
In the season of Advent hope may we uphold all who strive to bring wellbeing to others,
knowing that in so doing they also bring wellbeing to themselves.
Encourage us to be your kingdom workers, bringing hope and joy, compassion and care. 
Loving God, we bring to you all who find winter hard; those who are not looking forward to the 
Christmas season; those who are being robbed of energy and life by illness or anxiety; those 
who have been bereaved and those who are hitting anniversaries of the death of a loved one. 
Touch their hearts with hope and use us to bless them in Jesus’ name.
We pray for all those bowed down by fear and anxieties: for those in places of violence and 
war – we pray peace; for those in communities divided by race and religion – we pray 
understanding; for those whose health is failing – we pray courage; for those whose 
relationships are breaking – we pray healing; for those who have lost hope – we pray 
encouragement. Loving God, as we end our time together and leave this time of worship, let us 
go in hope, live by hope, and be signs of hope and love for all to see.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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1 Love came down at Christmas,
love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas;
star and angels gave the sign.

2 Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
worship we our Jesus,
but wherewith for sacred sign?

3 Love shall be our token;
love be yours and love be mine;
love to God and others,
love for plea and gift and sign.

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/TRuWdFPgJnA

