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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 458   At the name of 
Jesus.

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue
all that is not holy, all that is not true;
crown him as your Captain in temptation's hour:
let his will enfold you in its light and power.

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him King of glory now.
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

Humbled for a season to receive a name
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came,
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,
brought it back victorious, when from death he passed.

Bore it up triumphant with its human light
Through all ranks of creatures to the central height;
To the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast, 
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest.

First Impressions
• Have we forgotten what it was like to

be in a crowd of people?
• Spend a minute reflecting on what 

might be going on in the picture 
opposite.

• How do the people in the procession
feel?

• How does the lady in the pink top feel
about what she is seeing?

• How might you feel if you were 
standing watching this scene?

Lord, as we come to worship today we are focusing on Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem along 
with the crowds of people arriving for Passover. He isn’t alone, He isn’t just a face in the 
crowd. Jesus is the King. Those who lined the streets to welcome Him, did so because 
they loved Him and understood who He was. 
Today we welcome you in a different way. There are no crowds around us. We aren’t even 
in church. We are at home. Surrounded by our families. But we want to welcome you 
because we love You and we understand who You are.
Be with us as we worship on this special day. Be in our hearts and in our minds. May we 
make You the focus of our worship. Amen
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For this same Lord 
Jesus shall return 
again, with his 
Father's glory, with 
his angel train;
for all wreaths of 
empire meet upon his 
brow, and our hearts 
confess him King of 
glory now.
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Let’s pray together 
Holy One, we have come together to offer our worship, to celebrate once again that our 
Lord Jesus came to save us all. Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name of our 
Lord. We remember all who waved palm branches or laid an outer garment on the ground for 
Jesus, the one who came to save us all. Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of our Lord.
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https://youtu.be/tmikQy_ipA0
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We remember the people oppressed by Rome, looking for a saviour, a warrior to restore 
Israel to its former glory, a king who would save them all. Hosanna, blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of our Lord. We hear again the shouting, the people clamouring 
for a glimpse of the man they hoped would save them all. Hosanna, blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of our Lord. We come humbly into your presence, Lord and offer this 
time of worship, and asking you to save us. Hosanna, blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of our Lord. Amen.

Loving God, we thank you for Jesus, who humbly entered Jerusalem on a colt, the symbol to 
the people that he came in peace and as a servant king. Lord Jesus, you came to save us all,
just not in the way people expect. Lord Jesus, we still need your saving presence and help 
today. We offer our prayers for our fragile, broken world. Save us from our selfish 
desires, give us a heart to share what we have and to give without expecting something in 
return. Save us from our greed, help us to live simply and sustainably.
Save us from wars, from all forms of violence, teach us peace and how to keep peace with 
everyone. Save us from poverty and all that is brings to people, help us to find ways to 
ensure that everyone has enough to supply their daily needs.
Save us from corruption in all its forms and help us to name it and challenge it when we see 
it. Save us from ourselves help us to see beyond our needs to the needs of everyone and to 
use our gifts to help all people. Guide us ever forward walking in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Amen.

Reading: Mark 11:1-11

The dusty roads leading into Jerusalem were anything but quiet. 
A buzz of excitement filled the air as preparations for Passover, 
the biggest holiday of the year, were being made. It seemed that 
everyone from everywhere was trying to get to Jerusalem to 
celebrate. But it wasn't only people . . .

The roads were crowded with donkeys and camels which was the 
common form of transportation, and not only that but most people also brought other animals 
with them. The bleating of sheep, the mooing of cows and the cooing of doves could all be 
heard, as well as the laughing and singing of children. The mood was boisterous and joyous as 
people greeted old friends and family members they hadn't seen since the previous year. Not 
much difference then between the first Palm Sunday and today!

The story given to us by Mark is a story fraught with some mystery. Did the disciples 
wonder what was going on in what Jesus told them to do—and then again when things played 
out exactly the way Jesus told them it would? Did they suspect Jesus was playing into Old 
Testament anticipations?

And if they did, what did they make of that? In Mark’s Gospel  the disciples have witnessed 
Jesus hushing and shushing people for the longest time anytime anyone came remotely close 

to a public identification of him as the Christ. This had to 
have been confusing for them. So, did what looked like a 
public identification of himself as the Messiah confuse them 
still more or make them really, really excited to finally be 
moving forward toward the political victory they were hoping 
God’s Messiah would accomplish? 

It’s too easy to picture the disciples as moving through all 
this with heads-held-high confidence and swagger, to treat 
Palm Sunday as a big bright spot in the middle of the

Reflection: Coming



3

darkness and ahead of the events of Holy Week, which this Sunday kicks off each year, of 
course. But think about it: the world—indeed, the world, was teetering on the brink of the 
most momentous event since creation. The Son of God was about to be handed over, 
betrayed, abused, murdered. The universe was about to turn the corner from endless 
darkness back toward the Light. What all was at stake cannot even be overstated or 
overestimated.

Would we come to a fresher appreciation of this story if we could picture the disciples as 
being a little confused, too, as maybe biting their fingernails now and then in wonderment as 
to what all was going on (and in pondering why the whole world just seemed to be so tense)?
We can all think of a time when we were anticipating something big. We can think of a time 
when just how that big thing was going to go was by no means 100% clear to us or even 
certain. And now remember the knot in the pit of your stomach that you endured for many 
days in advance of that event. Remember how tense you felt, how jumpy you were, how now 
and then someone would catch you staring off into space lost in thought. And now transfer all 
of that onto the canvas of this story. See that kind of nervous anxiety and wondering in 
Jesus, in the disciples, in the whole world.

What Palm Sunday celebrates and observes is not 
simple, it is not neat, tidy, or straightforward.
The air fairly crackles with electricity as the 
characters in his grand drama sense that 
something big is up.

Jesus enters the temple but by then the party 
had already stopped. There was no royal welcome 
for Jesus at the house of God and so, after peering 
around at this and that for a little while, Jesus and the 
twelve disciples silently slip back out of Jerusalem with 
no fanfare whatsoever. The next morning Jesus re-enters the city but this time not only 
does no one greet him joyfully, Jesus himself causes a few scenes. The Palm Sunday party 
was over almost as soon as it began. So how should we view this day?

The triumphal entry does demonstrate clearly that Jesus was divine, that he had abilities 
that could only be because he was God. This procession showed that he deserved to come in 
glory seated upon a magnificent horse or riding in an extravagant chariot, but instead he 
came in humility. The tragedy of the triumphal entry was that while the people were giving 
Jesus the recognition he deserved they completely misunderstood who he was and what he 
was there to do. The tragedy of the triumphal entry was that just a couple of days later 
those heralding Jesus as he enters the city call for his death on a Roman Cross.
So, Jesus is our King, not just our earthly king able to care for our physical needs but our 
spiritual king who saves us and promises us eternity with God. He is also our servant willing to 
sacrifice his own life for the sake or ours. Not come in a manner that the world expects but 
in a way that is quiet and humble.

Have we misunderstood Jesus? Have we misunderstood to worship him because of his 
divinity? Have we misunderstood his humility and transferred it to our lives? Have we 
misunderstood his kingship and not given him the honour he deserves? Have we understood 
the importance of  Jesus. He is more than a great teacher. He's not just someone who was 
especially in tune with God's presence and power. He is more than just our personal Lord 
and Saviour. He is the long-promised king, the hope of the ages, the king who arrives to 
reign over the entire earth. Jesus is the promised deliverer-king.

Let us come to God in prayer….
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

As we head into Holy Week, we travel with you Lord Jesus. As we reflect on the story 
of your death, we lament and grieve, And as we await the moment of resurrection, we 
protect and share our hope – our hope in you. Come amongst us. And may the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 364 All glory, laud & 
honour

All glory, laud, and honour to you, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1 You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son, who in the Lord's name come-est,
the King and Blessed One. All glory, laud, and honour …..

2 The company of angels are praising you on high; and mortals with all creation in 
chorus make reply. All glory, laud, and honour …..

3 The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went; our praise and prayer 
and anthems before you we present. All glory, laud, and honour …..

CCL 1160072

Christ our Lord, you took on our human frame, you dwelt among us, you lived and died to save 
us, how can we ever thank you? You bore our demands to save us, you listened to our shouts 
for the promised Messiah, you tried to show us what that really meant but we didn’t listen.
You know how easily the crowds change their minds you watched as they called save us one day 
to crucify him only days later, how is it that you still love us? We are so glad that despite our 
faults and failings you do love us and you continue to invite us to take up our cross for your 
sake and the kingdoms. Help us Lord, to answer your call. 
Today, we offer you our prayers for this world, and for the people in need of your light. We 
pray for all those whose voices have been silenced. For people of colour facing prejudice and 
unfair treatment due to systemic racism. For women across the world who are objectified, 
undervalued and under appreciated. May we learn to listen to the stories of those who have 
been silenced, rather than speaking for them. Strengthen us to do all we can to help create a 
world where all have a seat at the table, and where all are truly seen. We pray for victims of 
all kinds of abuse, and pray for a world where all can feel safe in the place they call home. We 
give thanks for the people who work hard to support victims of abuse, ensuring they can come 
forward in safety and confidence to share their stories. We pray for all struggling with 
health challenges, both physical and mental, and we ask for comfort and hope for their loved 
ones. In a moment of silence, we bring before you those known to us, who are in need of your 
loving presence at this time: ……. Loving God, gather up the names spoken into the silence, and 
accept all of the prayers we offer today. Help us to be the hands, feet and voice of Jesus in 
this world, in all the ways we can. Amen.
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4 To you before your passion they sang their hymns of praise; to you, now high 
exalted, our melody we raise. All glory, laud, and honour …..

5 As you received their praises, accept the prayers we bring, for you delight in 
goodness, O good and gracious King! All glory, laud, and honour …..
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