
Worship At Home

18th July 2021
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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – From the breaking of the dawn

CCL 11600721 From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun,
I will stand on every promise of Your word.
Words of power, strong to save, that will never pass away,
I will stand on every promise of Your word.
For Your covenant is sure, and on this I am secure,
I can stand on every promise of Your word.

2 When I stumble and I sin, condemnation pressing in,
I will stand on every promise of Your word.
You are faithful to forgive, that in freedom I might live,
So I stand on every promise of Your word.
Guilt to innocence restored: You remember sins no more!
So I'll stand on every promise of Your word.

“What a beautiful thing, God, to give thanks,
to sing an anthem to you, the High God!

To announce your love each daybreak,
sing your faithful presence all through the night,

Accompanied by dulcimer and harp,
the full-bodied music of strings.

You made me so happy, God.
I saw your work and I shouted for joy.

How magnificent your work, God!”
From Psalm 92
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3     When I'm faced with anguished choice, I will listen for Your voice,
And I'll stand on every promise of Your word.
Through this dark and troubled land You will guide me with your hand
As I stand on every promise of Your word.
And you've promised to complete every work begun in me,
So I'll stand on every promise of Your word.

Let us pray
Risen Saviour, Jesus our Lord,
We love you and we are so grateful that you love us so much that you were prepared
to give up everything and live on earth, showing us how to live, and then to die, all so
that we might know what it means to become children of God.
Pour your Holy Spirit into our lives that we may grow more like you.
For your life which informs our living, for your compassion which changes our hearts,
for your clear speaking which contradicts our vague generalities, for your disturbing
presence, your innocent suffering, your fearless dying and then rising to life
breathing forgiveness, we praise and worship you.

4 Hope that lifts me from despair, Love that casts out every fear,
As I stand on every promise of Your word.
Not forsaken, not alone, for the Comforter has come,
And I stand on every promise of Your word.
Grace sufficient, grace for me, Grace for all who will believe,
We will stand on every promise of Your word.

https://youtu.be/qA_sehrPVZo
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Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22

A little girl came home from school one day and shared that a girl from another country 
had joined their class that day. She didn’t speak any English, so despite the efforts of the 
children at break, the new girl had not joined in any of their games but had just watched 
the others play and talk. Then the little girl, excitedly told her mother how they’d had such 
fun at lunchtime – and the new girl had been included in their games and it seemed their 
talking together. 

The Mother was very puzzled – “But how can that be” she asked her daughter “when the 
new girl doesn’t speak the same language as you?”

The little girl looked at her mother and laughed, “it was easy” she 
said, “Because it turns out that she laughs in the same language 
as we do!”

Perhaps you have found yourself in a situation where progress is 
halted by a barrier: at customs or waiting for a bus or a boat or at
a level crossing, traffic light or something more like the Israeli Wall or in days gone by 

the Berlin wall.

Barriers – we sometime put barriers up in our personalities when 
we don’t want people to come any closer, or don’t want to reveal 
things about ourselves. Barriers are usually something which 
stops us moving – usually forward. They can be tangible like walls 
or gates or formless such as fear, suspicion or misunderstanding.

Jesus witnessed the divisions – the walls of hostility that harden 
the human mind and spirit, but he did more than just witness 
them: He responded forcibly to them by word and action. In the

parables, teaching and intimate conversations, he affirmed the uniqueness of each human 
being. In friendship and acts of compassion, he reaffirmed his spoken words.

Finally, he made the ultimate demonstration, by volunteering his own life and gave the 
world an example of forgiving acceptance that has never been surpassed. Jesus’ ministry, 
his very life, was given to show that we are individually cherished and accepted by God. If 
we consider ourselves disciples of Jesus, then we have no other choice to offer the same 
acceptance to those around us.

Reflection: And they’ll know we are Christians ….

As we worship, help us to know your presence with us, open our minds and hearts we pray.
Generous God, whose love is free to all, we often struggle to be the people that you want us 
to be, loving one another as brothers and sisters in your world-wide family. Shape our lives 
into an expression of faith.
Protect us from cultural forces which try to conform us to an image other than yours.
Show us the harm we do when we water down the good news of your love, when we
become a mirror reflecting the world’s brokenness and hate, rather than a window
through which your wholeness and love can shine.
Lord, we fail you in some many ways, we are so sorry… [Pause].
‘I am making all things new’, says the Lord. This is Christ’s gracious word: ‘Your sins are 
forgiven’.
Amen.
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Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:14 that he, Jesus, is our peace, who has broken down the dividing 
walls of hostility”.

So, you would think that the church would be the last place where 
you’d find division! And, yet we are pretty good at erecting 
barriers, and creating division.
In Ephesians 2:8 Paul writes these magnificent words “By grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not you own doing; it’s 
the gift of God- not the result of works, so that no one may boast”. 
If God does not put conditions on His love for us but loves us as we 
are – who are we to change that!

Paul says that we are no longer strangers, yet the thing that sets us 
apart oddly enough, is that we are strangers! That is, we are not 
members of the same biological family, not all from exactly the same 
geographical or racial background. Yet within our faith, through our 
baptism we have been made family. Out of the many we have become 
one, where Jesus brought us near to himself, this enables us to come 
near to one another. And therefore, we may be separated by 
geography, by Covid, by walls, but we’re actually all together in Christ. 

Let’s hope and pray that one day so we can be together again in person and find ways as 
humanity to live together, in this world in peace.

Grace

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 528 Make me a channel of your 
peace

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness only light
And where there's sadness ever joy.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek …….

Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
It is in giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Let us pray
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O Lord, may we find the joy of the Lord even in the midst of trials. We pray that You would 
teach us what it means to see beyond our troubles, knowing that You are with us. Even so, 
Lord God, we see the challenges those around us are facing. We ask You to intervene, to be 
with those who are in need, to prompt us to participate with You as You care for your 
people, and, most of all, to restore creation and to make all things new. We pray that we 
would not be anxious, but that You would give us Your peace. Let us live differently in the 
midst of trial so that the world might see You in us.

CCL 1160072

https://youtu.be/ihhvm6eLWZI
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

Jesus, bearer of peace, you have brought us together, and sent us out into his world,
to do his good will and live lives acceptable to him. May the Lord be with you,
wherever you find ourselves this week. The peace of the Lord be with you.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – SGP 111 we are one in the 
Spirit

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
And we pray that our unity will one day be restored
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yeah they'll know we are Christians by our love

We will work with each other, we will work side by side
We will work with each other, we will work side by side
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

We pray for people of other cultures who live among us. Thank you for the richness that 
they can bring to our lives. We are sorry that they sometimes feel excluded because of 
race, culture, colour, or anything that makes them feel ‘bad different’ and not ‘good 
different’. If we have treated people differently or excluded because of culture we are 
sorry, help us to do better.
We lift before you all those in our communities who are finding life transitions difficult and 
daunting. Refugees settling in new places. Young adults leaving care and forging their own 
life. Children leaving the familiar surroundings of junior school to head to bigger school after 
the holidays. Those leaving and looking forward to college or venturing into the rhythm and 
challenges of the workplace.

We pray for countries at war, for the people who suffer, perhaps not even understanding 
what the fighting is all about. Bring them hope, Lord. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. We pray for those who deliberately go into danger to 
negotiate for peace, and for ourselves that we might bring God’s peace to our neighbours.
We pray for new communities being built up around us. Housing estates, schools, churches, 
places of work and leisure. Bless them all, Lord.
Lord, your compassion for the crowds that swamped you was ever present. Compassionate 
Lord, we bring before you now our brothers and sisters around the world. In China where 
churches are being destroyed. In South Africa where many are being threatened with guns 
if they set foot out of their homes. We pray for all Christians. For all victims of prejudice, 
here and worldwide.

As restrictions lift, we pray for those preparing to go back to the workplace rather than 
working from home. Many have been stressed trying to balance work amid family life in 
lockdown; others have found working from home beneficial and are anxious about returning 
to the office. We lift all to you as they attempt to restore or find a new balance.
Amen.
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https://youtu.be/xGD_BFSf90c

