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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – MP 435 Living Lord

CCL 11600721 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Come To Us
You Are One With Us, Mary’s Son.
Cleansing Our Souls From All Their Sin
Pouring Your Love And Goodness In
Jesus Our Love For You We Sing, Living Lord.

2 Lord Jesus Christ Now And Every Day
Teach Us How To Pray, Son Of God.
You Have Commanded Us To Do
This In Remembrance Lord Of You
Into Our Lives, Your Power Breaks Through, Living Lord.

Lord Jesus, you look us in the eye and remind us that we are 
already part of your family. You teach us that even when our 
church is closed or we are not able to go there, You are at hand 
to help us. You help us to let go of anything that gets in the way, 
that we may worship you with all our hearts, and wholeheartedly 
love all our neighbours. Come, all of you, just as you are, to 
worship. Whether today you feel strong or weak, full or empty, 
God welcomes you all into God’s in-crowd. Come just as you are to 
worship. Amen.

https://youtu.be/6Q
-YEhQ
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3   Lord Jesus Christ, I Would Come To You
Live My Life For You, Son Of God.
All Your Commands I Know Are True,
Your Many Gifts Will Make Me New,
Into My Life, Your Power Breaks Through, Living Lord.

Reflection/Prayer
We try, and fail, to describe you, God beyond words and imagination. We try, and fail, to 
contain you, God beyond space and time. Wholly other, and holy other. Immense; God who 
cannot be hemmed in. Majestic. Mysterious. Supremely glorious; God to be worshipped and 
adored. Finite creatures, we fall down, fall apart, fall in your presence. Infinite Creator, 
you catch us cleanse us call... As seraphs listen in timeless eternity, “Yes,” we utter, all 
hushed awe.  Here am I, Father. Here am I, Jesus. Here am I, Holy Spirit. Holy, holy, holy. 

Church of the Light, 
Ibaraki, Japan

Where is your sacred space?
A sacred place is where our world comes into contact
with the Divine or the Sacred. For some people during
the pandemic they have found the Solis of a sacred 
space in the natural world, for others they have found 
God in their homes. For a Japanese Christian, member 
of the Church of the light in Ibaraki he has found God 
sitting on a park bench outside his church looking in. 

Take some time to consider where your sacred space 
is? What do you find there that you don’t find 
elsewhere? 

https://youtu.be/6Q-YEhQ0Jmc
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Reading: Psalm 99

Maker, Story-teller, Spirit. Holy, holy, holy. Today, tomorrow, forever. Holy, holy, holy. 
The earth  is full of God’s glory. Holy, holy, holy. God is alive in us. May the God of majesty 
and  mystery, fill you with awe and wonder; may the God whom even seraphs worshipped,
guide you in the ways of holiness; may the God who asks “who will go?”, inspire you to cry, 
like the prophet Isaiah says: “Here am I; send me!” And, may the God who calls, send you 
to live into your calling, and bless you on your way, now, and forever. 

We have come into your holiness because you have invited us. We come joyfully into your 
presence because of the warmth of your welcome. We come in penitence because of what 
we have done and said. We come expectantly because you are the God who forgives. We 
come into your holiness. You created us, and you redeem humanity. Holy God, transform us 
and change us by the power of the Spirit. Teach us to live in the freedom of your 
redemptive love. God of truth and mercy, where we break down – you build up; where we 
damage – you repair; where we blaspheme – you bless; where we isolate – you include;
where we go wrong – you put us right; where we confess – you forgive; where we begin 
again – you are with us. In Jesus’ name. Amen

Reflection: Holiness
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Irenaeus, bishop of Lyon (130-202 A.D.) once noted that: “nothing 
glorifies god more than a human being made holy; nothing is more likely 
to make a person holy than the desire to glorify god.” Holiness must be 
a good thing — but it will have different nuances according to our 
differing experiences. 

A holy place may be somewhere awesome, perhaps in the natural world, 
perhaps a building. An increase in the incidence of pilgrimage may 
suggest that the seeking out of holy places is on the increase. Holiness 
is recognised as a ‘good thing’. 

The Christian life is a struggle and a quest for holiness: it is something we seek and yet fear. 
Does it set us above others, like the exalted God, and make us unapproachable? And then 
there is the challenge of evangelism: how can we proclaim the good news and invite people to 
holy living? When we are asked about God, usually by the distressed or angry or sceptical, 
what can we say? 

Following three years’ itinerant training, the disciples watched their leader die, found their 
own lives endangered and witnessed events unprecedented in the history of the world. How 
did they cope? The nearest and dearest — or those with the most leadership potential —
experienced a holy moment. At the transfiguration they witnessed something of the 
exaltation and they trembled. 
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God wants us to worship Him because we want to, not because we have to. We all have our 
own unique relationship with God. It’s our responsibility to come to church with the purpose 
the desire to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth.

When we are asked about God, it is the characters in our 
stories that will be our best witnesses, rather than 
propositional explanations. Tales of holy lives and the 
struggle for holy behaviour is the best testimony: evidence 
of a commitment to justice, fairness and equality. The 
awesome nature of God is something we can only experience: 
we know it when we see it, we may seek it out. But the 
mighty deeds of God require witnesses: there are many to 
help us and we can join their number. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness; bow down before 
him,… Psalm 96:9

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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Psalm 99 could be deemed a ‘holiness checklist’. We are called reverently to worship God 
because He is holy. It falls into three sections, the first two (1-3, 4-5) ending with the 
refrain, “Holy is He,” and the third (6-9) with, “Holy is the Lord our God.” This threefold 
repetition of God’s holiness reminds us of the angelic refrain in Isaiah’s vision of God (Isa. 
6:3), “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” In Isaiah, 
the foundations of the thresholds trembled; here (Ps. 99:1b), the earth shakes.

The root idea of the word holy is ‘set apart’—the LORD is set apart from everything that he 
has made. The gulf between the creature and the Creator is unfathomable; if that gulf is to 
be bridged it must be from the side of the Holy One who reaches out to us. No unaided 
human could or would reach out to God.

First, we are told to aim at getting a bigger view of God in His majesty and holiness. As you 
read the Bible, ask God to show you His glory. Then aim at increasing personal holiness on the 
heart level. Judge and cut off every sinful thought the instant it pops into your mind. Don’t 
tolerate so-called little sins as if they don’t matter. Don’t justify yourself with the 
consolation that everyone does it. Avoid exposing yourself to TV shows or movies that defile 
you. If you wouldn’t be comfortable watching it with the Lord, don’t watch it. The lord is 
calling us to live different to live like some one who understands what holy living is about.
Third, aim at meeting alone with God every day to exalt Him and worship at His footstool. 
The point of your quiet time is not just to read through the Bible in a year, although that’s a 
good thing to do. The point is to meet with God. See Him as revealed in His Word. Humble 
your heart before Him. Call upon Him in prayer. And remember, “Holy is the Lord our God.”

Psalm 99 concludes with an invitation to worship at God’s holy mountain, offering a historical 
and cultural context for the Gospel event. God (unarguably holy) is a king, before whom 
people tremble and the earth quakes. God is exalted, high above all else. This may not seem 
overly attractive. Psalms are often written in sections, and the next is more humanly 
attractive. This king is just — promoting equality, fairness and right. Honoured forbearers 
are testimony to his credentials, their documented lives attest the value of his laws. Knowing 
their history is witness to the capacity of this king for forgiveness, but also to his 
expectations of us.

Psalm 99 began with this image: “Yahweh reigns! … He sits enthroned among the angels” 
The king descended from his throne and became one of us. He lived among us and taught us 
how to live in peace with one another; Then he died for us, setting an example that he who 
seeks to save his life will lose it, but he who loses his life in devotion to God will save it; And 
when all this was accomplished, he ascended once more to reign over us and all creation in 
wisdom, power and love. And it ends with the declaration that God is king – omnipotent, just 
and merciful. He brought you into this world; He knows us through and through; He loves us 
with an unconditional and undying love. What remains to be seen is whether we will love Him in 
return and be his loyal and devoted subject throughout our lives.

Let us pray
Lord, thank you for this word to my heart today, reminding me that regardless of the 
upheaval in our nation or among the nations of the earth, You alone reign over this earth. 
Thank you that your King, the Lord Jesus, has been glorified in His victory over sin and 
death. I praise You for the promise of our King that “the gates of hades” would not withstand 
the power of His gospel. We give You thanks that the power of Your gospel conquered the 
power of darkness in my soul and brought the light of your salvation to my life! Thank you 
that by your grace this day we can join in your victory over the king of darkness. My King, 
help me to represent You well this day, as like You, I love justice and practice equity, and 
above all pursue holiness…for You are holy and by the word of my testimony I pray that more 
people will come to know You as God.
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – MP625 Take time to be holy

CCL 11600721 Take time to be holy, speak oft with Thy Lord;
abide in Him always, and feed on His word.
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak;
forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

2 Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
spend much time in secret with Jesus alone –
by looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be!
Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.

3 Take time to be holy, let Him be thy guide;
and run not before Him, whatever betide;
in joy or in sorrow still follow thy Lord,
and, looking to Jesus, still trust in His word.

4 Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul;
each thought and each motive beneath His control;
thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.

https://youtu.be/dVtvls2x2BA
O God of healing and holiness, we bring before you the leaders of our world in need, and ask 
that they would have the discernment to listen to each other and to you, that there may be 
justice and peace.
We bring to you the leaders of the Church and other religious organisations and 
communities, and ask that they would have the discernment to listen to each other and to 
you, that there may be vision and unity.
We bring to you those with responsibility for health care – doctors, nurses, administrators, 
ancillary workers and more – and pray that they may be strengthened and encouraged by 
encountering you in their work.
We bring to you those with healing needs (especially…), and pray that they will hear you and 
feel peace; that they will encounter you and feel healed; that they will know you and feel 
loved.
We pray for those who fear being evicted in the next days and weeks, for those struggling 
to pay their mortgages, for those living in hostels and temporary accommodation…
We pray for those who are worried that, if restrictions aren't lifted as planned, they will 
lose their livelihoods, their health, their future...
We pray for the young people who left school last week, and for those who are worried 
about exams, about their futures, and about what they will do next. 
We entrust to you loving God our communities, and communities around the world that are in 
turmoil. We pray for our families, and the families of all those who have died suddenly and 
violently. We pray for our church in this place, and in places where there is division and 
danger. God of our brokenness, unite us. Bring healing where there is hatred, trust where 
there is fear, and comfort where there is grief – In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/dVtvls2x2BA

