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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – Sing 
unto the Lord a new song, (from Psalm 96) CCL 1160072

Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord all the earth x4

Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord all the earth x2

Here we are God, come amongst us.
Here we are Lord, listening for your 
word to us.
Here we are Jesus, 
seeking to follow you.
Here we are Spirit, needing 
inspiration.
We have come, come Lord Jesus. 
Amen.

https://youtu.be/NZXxveIq3vw
?t=5

For God is great, and greatly to be praised God is great, 
and greatly to be praised x2

A prayer of thanksgiving.
Lord, we thank you for your presence with us. 
You move through all humans in strange and mysterious ways. 
We thank you for your wondrous works using us. 
May you continue to amaze us, may we see you with fresh eyes of wonder 
each day.

A prayer of confession.
Forgive us Lord, for the times when we have not loved others and 
ourselves as you love us. Forgive us Lord, for the times when we have not 
seen the way you are trying to guide us. Forgive us Lord, for the times we 
have doubted you when we have forgotten that the spirit is the truth. 
[Pause]. Lord, we know and are assured that you forgive all sins may we 
know that assurance this day and always.  Amen.

John 15 v3
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For God is great, and greatly to be praised God is great, 
and greatly to be praised x2

Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord all the earth x2
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Let us now say the Lord’s Prayer

https://youtu.be/NZXxveIq3vw?t=5


2

Readings: Acts 10:44-48,  John 15:9-17

Consider these
• Who shares in your daily highs and 

lows?
• In what ways do you consider yourself a 

friend of Jesus?
• How do earthly friendships differ from 

a friendship with Jesus?

Reflection: The story that changed everything
Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository

At its heart of the story of Cornelius in Acts 10 is the story of Jesus. It is
the story of Jesus’ Incarnation. It is the story of Jesus’ mission. 
It is the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is 
the story of Jesus’ Ascension and it is the story of 
Pentecost. It is the story of Full Salvation. 
As you read this passage you become vividly aware of 
the reality that as Peter shares the story of Jesus the 
very presence of God becomes present. Peter’s words act 
like an open door that allows God’s Holy Presence to fill the 
atmosphere of Cornelius’ heart and home.

In fact, as you read the story in its entirety starting back at the beginning of 
Acts chapter 10 you see where the story is actually being orchestrated by God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is the Lord God Almighty who directs the 
actions of both Cornelius and the Apostle Peter. It is the Lord who sends an 
angel to talk to Cornelius in a vision. It is the Lord who directs Cornelius to then 
send for the Apostle Peter to come to his home. It is the Lord who tells 
Cornelius where he can find the Apostle Peter. And it is the Lord who even tells 
Cornelius what house to go to find the Apostle.
Then it is the Lord who begins to work on the Apostle Peter the following day. 
The Lord reveals to the Apostle Peter a whole new way of looking at everything. 
The Lord reveals to Peter that because of what was done on the cross things 
are no longer the same. What was once considered unholy and unclean can now 
be clean and holy.
The Holy Spirit reveals to the Apostle that he will be visited by some men from 
Cornelius. The Holy Spirit tells Peter that he is to welcome these men into his 
house. Afterwards, he is to go back with them to talk to Cornelius and his house 
hold. As you read the entire story it is one that is full of visions, revelations and 
directions. It is a story that is filled with the LORD providing new insight, 
information and guidance. It is a story that allows the Apostle Peter to share 
the Greatest Story ever told in verses 34 – 48.
This story is full of the activity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is full of 
the Lord directing angelic beings and handing out visions. It is full of new 
insights and the charisma of God’s Holy Spirit. It is a story full of intrigue and 
life transforming decisions.
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Whenever we involve a conversation or a story that centres on the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit we need to take full stock of what is actually going on. We are 
not merely sharing words like we would if we were talking about shopping, 
watching a movie or watching football game. What we are having is a 
conversation about the Father, Son and Holy Spirit we need to understand that 
we have just invited heaven to be all around us. We have invited the Lord to 
send us His angels, new revelations and insight. We have invited the Holy Spirit 
to enter into our midst and share with us supernatural knowledge and wisdom. 
We have invited the Holy Trinity to come into our midst to teach us, guide us 
and transform us. We have put ourselves into the position to be transformed in 
all kinds of ways. It is a Church that forever understands that when it shares 
Jesus it is inviting God’s Presence to come in an amazing ways.
The question I am now asking is what kind of a church do we want to return to? 
One that is open and inviting, one which is living the story of a Lord who has 
dramatically laid down his life for us? Jesus laid down his life for all of us, his 
friends, what are we prepared to lay down for Jesus, our friend?
We have all had different experiences over the last 14 months, some good, 
some not so good and some awful. There have been may highs and may lows. The 
rules have continually changed, rarely are any two weeks the same. Can you even 
remember what life used to be like before COVID? 

The way we interact with people has probably seen the most change that has 
been seen by anyone alive today. We expect at some point that we will return to 
a life that has been labelled ‘normal’. Do we know what normal even is?

I would suggest that at least on one level ‘normal’ means no social distancing, a 
lot less mask wearing, normal public gatherings and of course returning to our 
churches with social interaction, no masks and singing. Can you even remember 
how to sing? 

But returning to a more normal way of living brings with it great uncertainty, a 
great deal of planning and will bring great relief to some. But in order to achieve 
this we need to ’re-learn’ some things. There are things that we used to take 
for granted that we hope we can find ways to change and not go back to the bad 
habits of before. Do we want to return to large gatherings like before? Are we 
afraid of being in large crowds now. Do we want to return to meetings where we 
can’t press the ‘mute’ button, do we remember when it is appropriate to offer a 
hug, a handshake and a kiss ….. And what of our environment. I like to be aware 
of the life going on around me – of birds singing, sheep baa-baaing. I don’t know 
about you, but I don’t want to return to a ‘normal’ that means that I am so busy 
that I don’t have time to be aware of the sights and sounds around me, or taking 
the time to say good morning and how are you to our neighbours!

It seems to me that today we are reading about the early church being in a flux 
of change. And may be we need to be still a while longer and listen to what God 
was telling the early church and see if it matches with our own situation today.
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH 4 547 What a friend we have in Jesus

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry  everything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge-- take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.

CCL 1160072

Prayers of intercession
Lord of love, you call us to love all people in the way you love us. We take time 
to know your love for us. Lord, may we shout for joy. May we be reminded that 
we have the greatest joy in the world to shout about, may we burst into 
jubilant song that praises your name. Let every noise on earth and heaven be in 
praise of you. God, as we sing to you, you also sing to us. May we hear your song 
woven through the fabric of life. Bless us as we sing your song this week and 
we pray that more will hear it. Merciful God, you teach us to love as you first 
loved us and so we pray for those who are unloved this day. We pray for those 
who are unloved by society, the homeless, the dispossessed, the refugee. Lord 
you love them all and so show us how we can love them too, teach us to reach 
out a hand of friendship to them so that they may know they are loved by you 
all the days of their lives. 
Today, across the world, and running deep into our communities, may your love 
be more widely known and more broadly shared. Let such a peace envelop your 
people, that any desire to exclude others will be anathema, for all will seek to 
welcome and befriend one another. Amen.

As we take our leave of this time of worship, We commit again to a life of 
worship, reflected in our actions, our thoughts, our relationships, our 
ambitions. We will worship you, God of justice, this and every day.

https://youtu.be/Q
heNSM

nllKI
1. What are the things you need to re-learn about your engagement with 

society as Covid-restrictions change?
2. What are the things you need to re-learn about your journey as a Christian?
3. How are you living out Jesus’ command: ‘love each other’?

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/QheNSMnllKI

