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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 691: Be still, my soul

CCL 1160072

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side.
With Patience bear the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

First Impressions
• How does looking up at the light through the trees 

make you feel?
• How might ‘the light’ speak to us of something 

eternal?
• How can we show that we live in the light rather 

than the darkness?
• Is seeing believing?

Lord, you are righteous
Transform us by your Word!
Give us understanding and we will live.
Re-form us, reconcile us, mould us and make us your people, guide our future, as you have the 
past. Enable us to grow in love and understanding for each other . Create in us, O God, loving 
hearts and minds which are engaged with your teaching. Take away our distractions and 
Help us now to focus our eyes on you now. Amen

Be still, my soul: your God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He lived below.
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Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
When we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change & tears are past
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.
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Lord, You have many names. Creator, lover, friend, peace maker, agitator, liberator, 
covenant maker and Saviour. You have many homes. Tent and desert, house and heart, 
street corner and hostel, security council and war zone. You chose unlikely people to share 
your dream. Old men and women, nations and enemies, the reluctant and the bemused.

And you choose us. In the silence of today, God you call our names. You change us and claim 
us. Into the desert you lead us. You challenge us and you keep us. Onto the streets you go 
before us to share us and shape us. God of all the names and places and people and hopes of 
the world, today we come to learn our true identity in you. Into tomorrow we follow you. 
Into tomorrow, we walk the way of the cross and of the one who walks with us. Name above 
all names.

https://youtu.be/kqKVFYD8O
bc

https://youtu.be/kqKVFYD8Obc
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God of awe and wonder, as your Son turned his face towards Jerusalem, and prepared 
himself for trials and agony, crucifixion and death, help us in this season of Lent, on this the 
first day of Passiontide, to turn our hearts towards you, that we may become part of his 
story of change and transformation, forever mindful of his sacrifice, forever grateful for 
your love. 
God of mercy and compassion, we look to you to forgive our frailty and our weaknesses. Like 
your disciples who went before us, we have not always understood what you strive to teach 
us, we have not always been as bold in our witness as we could have been, we have not always 
stood by the faith we hold so dear, and there have been times when we have betrayed your 
love, for we are weak and frail. Strengthen us for your service, for we ask in the name 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Reading : John 12.20-33
Reflection : The cross will fix everything ?
Do you have a tattoo – or know someone who does? What do you make of it? Do you love or 
hate it – it’s hard to be indifferent! But there is no doubting that a tattoo can express a 
deep emotion or devotion. And it is virtually impossible to remove. The covenant or 
agreement that God makes with us resembles a tattoo. God’s covenant expresses his love for 
us, and is indelible, because he writes it on our hearts. God’s love is present with us for ever.

The Greeks ask to see Jesus, something about him makes them wish to be included. Jesus 
responds by talking about his impending death on the cross and this might seem strange at 
first. Jesus does this to point to God’s indelible love for humankind, assuring us that we 
won’t just see Jesus but we will all be drawn to him and welcomed by him. Jesus wants God’s 
covenant love, his ‘tattoo’, to be extended to every human being. We are marked by God’s 
covenant to be a blessing to the whole world. How do I show this mark to others in order to 
include them in God’s indelible love? Can I love as Jesus loved?

Jesus offers a welcome to everyone, and to make that possible laid down his life. He went to 
the cross willingly, but that doesn’t mean that it was easy – far from it! But he said it was 
necessary, and that his death was a seed that would enable the growth of God’s kingdom.

You want to see me? You want to know what the cross will be about? 
Well, let me tell you. It's not about anything you want it to be or 
need it to be. It's about what God wants it to be and needs it to be.
Yet, we are really quite accomplished at putting a good spin on this, 
this cross thing. Because it's not where we want to look. Not what 
we bargained for in this relationship. Way too complicated. If this 
is the way that God wants to be in relationship with us, well, there 
has to be something else. Other possibilities. Some other way.

We want simple reconciliation. We want this to be all part of the plan. We want it to be THE 
plan. We want this to make sense. But it doesn't. And as soon as we explain it or rationalize 
it or justify it, well, we have made the cross an expectation, a necessitation, a justification. 
And so, when the hour arrives, Jesus has no choice but to shift our gaze, to put things into 
focus, to get us to see differently. Because if we want to the cross to be about suffering 
and how good and necessary and salvific it is, think again. If we think it should be about 
sacrifice, think again. If we want to view it as some sort of divine initiation, think again. The 
simple truth is, the cross is a blip in the plan. Yes, I did just say that. I really did.

Everything that is human, everything that becomes incarnated, must die. And this is what 
God knows in becoming us, the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us in Jesus. This 
passage does not allow us to explain away the suffering, to justify the pain, or to rationalize 
a sort of divine/human exchange. Because if we did, our suffering, our pain, our hopes would
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be for nothing.

Here on this last Sunday of Lent, let's not kid ourselves. We can make every attempt to 
understand or argue or apologize for Jesus' death on the cross; but if we take it for 
granted that it is about some sort of divine agreement or placation of our sins, we are sorely 
mistaken.

What Jesus wants us to know about his death on the cross is 
nothing else than what has to happen when you are human. 
The cross is about us because it is what it means to be us. 
Lest we think that the cross is some sort of ultimate 
moment of divine atonement, Jesus sets us straight. What 
becomes human must die. What becomes incarnate, must 
realize its end. If in the two weeks ahead we think that 
there is some sort of miracle in Jesus being crucified, well, 
that's not what Jesus says here. Do we want some sort of 
miraculous exchange to occur because Jesus died? 

Do we need reconciliation so bad that we think it can be that easy? Do we hope that Jesus on 
the cross will fix everything for us, between us and God, between us and Jesus, between us 
and every relationship that needs fixing? Think again.
Jesus reminds us here, before Holy Week, before even his parting words to the disciples, 
that his death is not the end at all. It is no accident that Jesus helps us make sense of the 
resurrection before he helps us make sense of the cross. The whole order of things is mixed 
up, turned on its head. Life is death and death is life. The cross is not the answer. It's the 
question. It's not the moment but a moment in the entire Jesus event, his life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension, that is God so desperately wanting to be in relationship with us. 
Whatever fixation we have had on the cross, well, here Jesus blows it out of the proverbial 
water.

Because the cross is not the end. Not a very popular statement two weeks before Good 
Friday, is it? We need to milk the suffering and death of Jesus for all it's worth, right? 
Because somehow that would justify our own suffering and pain and explain every 
relationship that ended in despair and disappointment. But Jesus won't let us go there. And 
this is no fast track to the resurrection either. Not at all. Just the opposite. The cross is 
not the end; it's the beginning and was from the beginning. It is about recognizing, 
accepting, seeing, that God knows a relationship with God is complicated. And that Jesus is 
no easy answer. Because, it actually matters that God became human, not just that God died. 
It matters that God wanted to know what it means to live like us and not just die like us. 
Because a blip in the plan, in the end, was the necessary complication to make life with God 
now and forever possible.

Let us pray.
Dear God, we so want to make sense of what happened to you, to justify your death, to make 
it worthwhile, to insist that it has to mean more than what it was. Yet, today, Jesus, your 
Son, reminds us that you don't need our justification or rationalization or explanation 
because your death was all part of what it meant to live, to live like us, with us, and for us. 
Today we pray that we might let go of what we need the cross to be, so that we can be open 
to what the cross already is for us, that we might see, finally, that you lived because you 
died. 
Lord God, thank you for welcoming us back no matter what we have done; for that initial 
embrace that welcomed us, though we were sinners; for the forgiveness that greets us 
every time we turn back to you. Help us to embody your forgiveness in our dealings with one 
another and with those outside the flock. May our welcome be the sign of the greater 
welcome that comes from you. Amen.
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn –

CCL 1160072The Spirit lives to set us free, Walk, walk in the light. 
He binds us all in unity, Walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light, Walk in the light, Walk in the light, Walk in the light of the Lord.

Jesus promised life to all, Walk, walk in the light.
The dead were wakened by his call, Walk, walk in the light.
Walk in the light……

He died in pain on Calvary, Walk, walk in the light. To save the lost like you and me,
Walk, walk in the light. Walk in the light …..

We know his death was not the end, Walk, walk in the light. He gave his Spirit to be 
our friend, Walk, walk in the light. Walk in the light…

The Spirit lives in you and me, Walk, walk in the light; His light will shine for all to 
see, Walk, walk in the light. Walk in the light……

SGP 102: The Spirit lives to set us free

Let us pray – We pray for ourselves, thanking God for those who love us, and those we love. 
We ask that this week God will help us to act truthfully  and with kindness. Lord, we pray for 
our community, thanking God for those places where people are thriving.  We pray for those 
in need, the unemployed,  the housebound, the lonely, those who are ill…  We ask God to bring 
them hope. 
We pray for our nation,  thanking God for the abundance of  food, water and wealth we 
enjoy. But remembering those who don’t know peace. Those whose future is not secure. 
Those affected by COVID. Those uncertain whether to take the vaccine or not.
We pray for those parts of the world that are at war,  and especially for refugees and for 
prisoners… We ask God to bring them peace. 
God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, are ridiculed for what they 
believe and persecuted for what they hold dear…
God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, put their lives on the line for 
others, in the full knowledge of the risks they are taking…
God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who,  like Christ, are beaten and abused, the 
victims of torture and brutality…
God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, are betrayed by friends and 
colleagues who run away at their hour of greatest need…
As we remember those who have suffered abuse at the hands of friend or stranger,
and who bear the scars physical, mental and emotional, we pray for the time when all women 
and all men will respect each other, and where children will not fear violence or abuse.
As we remember those who are alone and isolated, those who mourn, those who are ill and 
those who look after loved ones, and as we especially remember… we pray for the time when 
there will be no more pain or tears and when all will live in full community.
Loving Lord, as we look upon each other may we see your image which we all share; may we 
love as we are loved, and may we welcome as we have been welcomed by you.
In your name we pray. Lord of light, help us to look to you in the coming week. Guide us when 
the way ahead seems dark and full of obstacles. May we always give thanks, even in the 
darkest times, and enable us to shine as lights in the world. May the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. 
Amen. 

https://youtu.be/Ay9bYVd13zE
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