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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 273  O Come O Come Emmanuel

CCL 11600721. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel..

Loving God,
We come to praise you, Lord, God of 
Israel and all the nations.
We come to you who set your people free.
We come to you who guides us into the 
way of peace.
We come to you as we journey through 
Advent and prepare to welcome, once 
again, the Christ child. Amen. 

2. O come, thou Day-spring, come, and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel..

Let us pray together
Advent God, you prepared your people for your coming, you gave your Word to us through 
prophets and priests, through stories told and retold, through the history of time,
through the written word, through the spoken word, but always your word. As Christmas 
lights begin to dazzle us, we know that your glory is way beyond their transfixing power. 
Advent God, we adore you, & we bring ourselves before you just as we are.
There are signs of God and we are blind to them, there are voices that cry out and we close 
our ears to them. There are signs of people’s need and we do not see them, and cries of those 
in pain and we pass them by. There are signs of God’s kingdom to be seen, and the voice of the 
Holy Spirit to be heard: O God, forgive us when we ignore you and ignore our neighbours, 
near and far.
God’s promises endure for ever and ever; so, let us be assured, our sins are forgiven. We 
thank you, God, for your richness.

Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the crooked will be made straight,
and the rough ways be made smooth.
All people shall see the salvation of God,
and we come now to worship.

As we light this Advent candle, may its flame 
be a light that shines for all to see – a sign 
that Jesus is for all.
May we know God’s presence and power as we 
gather in the name of Jesus, who is the light 
of the world.

3 O come, O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh; , 
To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel..

4 O come, Desire of Nations, bind. All peoples in one heart and mind, 
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel..

https://youtu.be/m
UkcGH9R1YM

https://youtu.be/mUkcGH9R1YM
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Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 and Luke 1:68-79 and Luke 3:1-6

We thank you for the way your light lets us see the world and its people. We are all your 
people, all your children, all your flock, and for us all you care – to you we give our thanks 
and praise. Amen.

Meditation
You will name him John.
That is what Gabriel told me.
A child.
Our son.
Having had no words
God has given me a song.
Listen…
I bless God,
our God,
our God who has always cared for his people.
I bless God
who keeps his promises,
who remembers his covenant,
who promised that 
we might serve him without fear,
that we might walk in holiness and justice
all our days.
You will name him John.
That is what Gabriel told me.

Reflection : announcement

We have all seen films and tv programmes set in days gone by where people are attending a 
function and their presence is announced as they enter.  In days gone by a King  when going 
on a journey would send someone before him to herald his arrival, someone who would 
announce that he was coming.

The herald would go around the city and go to the leaders of the 
city and tell them that a king was coming. He would encourage the 
city to clean up their lives. This herald would also serve as a kind of 
inspector who would present the city leaders with a list of things which 
were needing fixed or improved.

Chapter 3 of Luke is describing to us something of the same. The king is coming and John is 
heralding the arrival of King Jesus and preparing the way. Before he was born, Gabriel told 
his father to name the baby John (which means “the Lord’s gracious gift). The Bible tells us 
that when Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said 
to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, 
and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is 
never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even 
from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will 
go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”

John demonstrates in every way, the message that he brings by shouting it from his home in 
the desert: he separates himself from the cities and towns where people have turned away 

A child.
Our son.
John.
You are going to be a prophet.
You will prepare the way 
for one who is to come:
one who will bring us forgiveness
and wholeness and hope.
God is going to give light 
to those who sit in darkness.
A new dawn is coming,
a way of peace.
And you, John, will be part of it.
You will name him John.
That is what Gabriel told me.
A child.
Our son.

Hello, I am here. 
The King is 

coming.
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from worshipping God; he dresses with stark simplicity; he endures a 
minimalist diet (!) because his real food and drink are to do the will of 
God. People (even Pharisees and Scribes) come to hear him. He tells 
them that they have strayed far from the rule of God, and that God’s 
Kingdom is near at hand. They are to repent, and even those who rely 
on their righteous status will not escape punishment if they do not 
repent. And he tells them of the coming of one greater than he is-
who will baptise with fire and the Holy Spirit and not just water. He is 
the powerful outsider who has looked in on them and found them totally wanting.

John chose to stand outside groups including the religious establishment and the people who 
were leading hedonistic lives, careless of the needs of others – cite his clothes, diet, place of 
living and preaching. Who was he in his own eyes do you think? Do you think he staged this 
deliberately for impact? John also condemned ill treatment of the vulnerable and weak; and 
also predicted the coming of the Messiah to bring in God’s Kingdom of justice, peace and 
righteousness.

Greta Thunberg may be thought of as a prophet of today. The conflict she causes simply by 
speaking her mind is needed. It is our responsibility to enter into that conflict in word and 
action to slow our global climate crisis. John the Baptist was a forager and believer in a 
natural lifestyle. The protest elements of his ministry were wearing clothes of leather and 
eating foraged food, locusts and wild honey. He might fit well today with those who practise 
‘die-ins’ lying on the road to prevent fossil fuels being burned, or who inhabit trees to 
prevent road or runway construction. He was a protester, a voice shouting in the wilds. Jesus 
was the prophet, the son of God, the man with the radical message. The protester John 
grabbed attention, Jesus followed and hammered home His gospel, good news for some, and 
the end of entitlement and entrenched power for others.

Greta Thunberg, who addressed the UN on 23rd September 2019. Just as Jesus did with the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, the protesters have roundly criticised the adult leaders of their 
communities. Greta Thunberg said, “How dare you!” with her whole person filled with emotion 
as she described the leaders of the world as obsessed with money and careless of the future 
of the planet. Just a few weeks ago in Glasgow, Greta spoke out again describing the UN 
climate change summit as a "two-week long celebration of business as usual and blah, blah, 
blah" to "maintain business as usual" and "create loopholes to benefit themselves".
Those world leaders, and many who subscribe to their values, have not been slow to excoriate 
Greta Thunberg. She has faced a barrage of insults on social media and in mainstream media. 
The powerful message she brings has the force of truth, the Polar Regions have a crisis we 
cannot control and the Amazon is burning. The Victoria Falls are practically empty and the 
people who live by the Zambesi fear they will never see its annual floods again in their 
lifetime.

If we want to hear the voice of John the Baptist today, we need look no further than Greta 
Thunberg. The question for us, as it was in Jesus day, is: are we wheat to be gathered into 
the granary, caring about our world neighbours; or are we chaff to be thrown into the global 
winnowing fire?

What does this say to US this Christmas? Where do WE stand in relation to where John the 
Baptist chose to stand? Are we closer to John, or to the Pharisees who came to check him 
out in terms of danger to them, or to those who heard his message, repented and were 
baptised??? As we come ever closer to Christmas 2021, with its own worries and troubles, 
how should we as Christians be outspoken about Jesus and all that he offers us?

Let us pray together - Lord, We thank you that in wilderness experiences you come to us, 
that you come in word or deed, that you come in touch or gift, that you come in cacophony or
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the road we travel be smooth and straight, every rut filled in, every bump smoothed out,
any diversions easy to navigate, any obstacles easy to manoeuvre round.
May good companions share our journey, and may we be voices for good in the world,
a sign of Jesus’ love for all.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 
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whisper, but come you do. We are all your people, all your children, all your flock, and for us 
all you care – to you we give our thanks and praise. We pray, Lord around the news seems pile 
one tragedy on top of another, the world seems a hard place and our tears are for those 
whose pain is etched deeply within their being, for those cast out of their own lands, cast 
adrift from family and friends, thrown into the arms of strangers, some of whom are caring 
and some who are not.
For those who trudge through strange lands looking for guidance with hope for a better 
future, straddling borders, hoping; for those who have nothing but what they stand in and 
walk with; for those who risk life and limb in fragile boats seeking escape from poverty and 
tragedy but so often finding both and left seeking safety, welcome, warmth and security.
For the homeless nearer to home who have no walls to shelter them, no place to cocoon them, 
no safety to protect them, no warmth from the winter weather, no family to support them 
and little hope for a settled future.
For families impacted by Covid and all its ramifications; for those for whom the illness itself 
has deprived them of health and well-being, short and long term; for those who have seen 
family and friends lose their battles for life and who have not been near at the time of death 
and those who will have an empty seat at the Christmas table; for those who are separated 
by the miles, by country and continent, who have missed so much growing up and growing old;
for those who are fearful of vaccines, those unable to have vaccines, those deprived of 
vaccines, those who develop and deliver vaccines.
For those who have never heard the message of Advent hope, who have never encountered 
the presence of the Christ child, who have never felt their hearts moved by the Christmas 
story of Emmanuel, God with us. May their lives be touched by those of us who meet them, 
whose lives touch ours and ours theirs. Amen.

https://youtu.be/vfBZxIRSm
m
I

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4  280 Alleluia, hurry, the Lord is near

1. Sound the trumpet, the Lord is near. Hurry the Lord is near.
See, He comes to save us all. Hurry the Lord is near. 

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near.

2. Earth has longed for his approach, Hurry the Lord is near.
Straighten the road, smooth the path, Hurry the Lord is near.

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near.
3 Go out to meet and shout his name, Hurry the Lord is near.

His mighty Kingdom shall never end, Hurry the Lord is near.
Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near.

4. He is the mighty one, He is the Word, Hurry the Lord is near.
God everlasting, Prince of Peace, Hurry the Lord is near. 

Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near?

Refrain:  Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is near. 

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/vfBZxIRSmmI

