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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – Holy spirit you’re welcome here

CCLI 6203981 

2. I've tasted and seen
Of the sweetest of love
When my heart becomes free
And my shame is undone
Your presence, Lord

Lord Jesus
As wind fills the sails of windmills; the wind 
of God’s Spirit fill us and refreshes us.
As fire renews the fields by bursting open 
the seeds of life; so, the fire of God’s 
Spirit brings renewal to our lives.
Underground stores of life-giving water 
await release by the Holy Spirit into our 
lives.
Wind and fire and water, symbols of energy 
and power; Holy Spirit, source of our energy 
and power, sweep into our lives this day,  
that we may experience your refreshment, 
your renewal, your life. 
Amen.

https://youtu.be/EYKtngQ
I-9o

There's nothing worth more
That will ever come close
No-thing can compare
You're our living Hope
Your presence, Lord

Holy Spirit You are welcome here
Come flood this place
And fill the atmosphere
Your glory God
Is what our hearts long for
To be overcome
By Your presence, Lord

Reading: John 14:25-27 and Acts 2.

Let us become more aware
Of Your presence
Let us experience the glory
Of Your goodness
Let us become more aware
Of Your presence
Let us experience the glory
Of Your goodness
Let us become more aware
Of Your presence
Let us experience the glory
Of Your goodness

https://youtu.be/EYKtngQI-9o
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Let us pray

Reflection: ?

We adore you, Lord Christ, and we bless you, for you did not leave your 
disciples to manage on their own, worried and confused, but sent your Holy 
Spirit to breathe life and confidence and authority into their hearts.
Come to our world today, transform it afresh, and fill our hearts
with the power of your redeeming love. God of wind and dove and fire, speak 
freedom, peace and change
over lands divided by war and by creed. Speak refreshment, assurance and 
warmth over lives afflicted by exhaustion and illness.
Speak integrity, humility and challenge over churches crippled by fear and 
finances. Speak calm, gentleness and comfort over lives broken by grief and 
loss. Speak power, anointing and healing over each one of us, that this 
Pentecost may be a new beginning,
and a catalyst for change.
Forgive us, Lord, when we are afraid of diversity; when we stifle creativity; 
when we impose uniformity; when we suppress energy and joy.
Forgive us, and bring us, like those first disciples, from a place of hesitance 
to a place of hope; from disappointment to delight;
from caution to celebration.
Refresh and renew us with your Spirit so that we can be fruitful and vital 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen

Pentecost is one of those Christian Festivals that we talk about as if it were
normal. But is actually utterly bizarre! I suppose the same can be said for most
Christian Festivals, actually: a child born to a virgin at Christmas, a man come
back from the dead at Easter, ascending to heaven in a cloud and so the list
goes on…But Pentecost ranks up there with them all as a most bizarre story.
And I should imagine that the first disciples were just as perplexed as we are
when we think deeply about the event.
I wonder how the disciples were feeling that first
Pentecost morning? They were all gathered together in
one place. What a few weeks they had experienced!
Entering Jerusalem with Jesus to a hero’s welcome,
seeing Jesus arrested and falsely tried, the people of Jerusalem turning
against him, baying for his blood, Jesus tortured
and crucified, dying an agonising death, running away,
only to hear about the resurrection - then coming face
to face with Jesus in the flesh again. Then spending another month with him
doing what, no-one really knows. Then the Ascension into heaven. The disciples
must have been so confused, so emotionally exhausted, not knowing what on
earth was coming next.

So here we find them, gathered together: and it is Pentecost. Pentecost was a 
Jewish festival: a major festival first recorded in Deuteronomy 16, 
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a celebration of the harvest. And the disciples were back together again to celebrate 
Pentecost, perhaps looking forward to the stability of a religious festival that they all 
knew so well; ready to meet with God as they always had done.
But things are different now - and God uses this moment to fulfil his promise and send 
the Holy Spirit upon them. The disciples were together, probably praying, and a wind 
like a tornado fills the house, tongues of fire rest on each believer, and they begin 
speaking uncontrollably in tongues. The scene was so bizarre that there could only be 
one, rational conclusion: the crowds of people around them thought that they were 
drunk. But no…Peter assures them all that what they are experiencing is the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit: the gift of God to the early church – and to us, of 
course.
Now the people of the Old Testament they had heard about the Holy Spirit maybe not 
exactly in this way, but they’d heard of the Spirit of God from the prophets. They 
were used to the spirit of God kind of resting on one prophet at a time. e.g. Elijah or 
Jeremiah or Isaiah. One at a time would have the spirit of God and it was a burden 
and a blessing. One at a time would be chosen to speak out God’s words. It was 
sometimes challenging, sometime comforting. But it was only given to one person at a 
time. But the prophet Joel in the Old Testament he speaks of this far off day, kind of 
dreaming beyond history. The day of the Lord, the day when the Lord will finally put 
the world to right. That last day Joel speaks of the spirit being poured out. But not 
just poured out to one person but on all people. One day in the dreamy beyond history 
kind of day. But not just onto one person, but to all people – young, old, wealthy poor, 
male and female… all people.

Here is what is happening. Do you remember what Joel said that far off time…when 
the spirit will be poured out to all. Well, you don’t have to wait, the future is now! The 
last day is today. The spirit of God now is poured out on all people. So, it won’t just be 
one person who gets the spirit of God, it won’t just be the disciples, God’s spirit has 
been shared with everyone. This is how the church will be rolled out. You see the 
Spirit will continue moving and shaking and speaking through a wide variety of people, 
and ages and social standing and ethnicity because the spirit of God, now today is 
poured out to all.

As I sit at my desk writing this I’m Gazing out into the trees behind 
my house, and it is stormy. The trees are blowing every which way by 
an invisible wind. Branches are being torn down by the power of the 
wind. If this storm continues the entire landscape might change.

Consider how this might also be true for the holy spirit. If every 
Christian around the world truly accepted the holy spirit as guide, 
as helper, as advocate and as counsellor then surely just as a storm 
might change the landscape, so too might our world change.

Think about the effect: the surprise, the shock, the terror and then the joy the 
disciples must have felt when they experienced the arrival of the Holy Spirit 
rushing through the room. The Holy Spirit came with a rush of violent wind and 
tongues of fire, the arrival they had been waiting for of the Spirit of truth coming 
to abide in them. 
How open are you to being surprised? How willing are you to be bowled over by 
God’s power? Let the spirit knock you sideways and turn you around and send you 
out in a different direction entirely.
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May you know the peace of our Lord Jesus in the coming week. May the Spirit of God 
set you free. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – MP664 The Spirit lives

Walk in the light, walk in the light, walk in the light, 
walk in the light of the Lord.

1 The Spirit lives to set us free, walk, walk in the light;
He binds us all in unity, walk, walk in the light.

2   Jesus promised life to all, walk, walk in the light;
the dead were wakened by His call, walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light . . .
3 He died in pain on Calvary, walk, walk in the light;

to save the lost like you and me, walk, walk in the light.
Walk in the light . . .

CCLI 620398 https://youtu.be/yzU
9Dv7ZXVY

4     We know His death was not the end, walk, walk in the light;
He gave His Spirit to be our friend, walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light . . .
5     By Jesus’ love our wounds are healed, walk, walk in the light;

the Father’s kindness is revealed,
Walk in the light . . .

6     The Spirit lives in you and me, walk, walk in the light;
His light will shine for all to see, walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light . . .

Let us pray for the Spirit’s to come to us … Come, Holy Spirit, come as a gust of power. Roll 
back the thunder clouds of sin and breathe into our world the spirit of peace. Come as a 
breath of fresh air to our lives and our families. Blow open closed doors, that the many who 
wait outside may enter in. Come as a gentle summer’s balm to comfort the sick and the 
distressed. Come, Holy Spirit Come. For those around us, Lord, we pray.
For the lost and the lonely… Breath on them now.
For the ill and the dying…. Breath on them now.
For the bewildered and confused… Breath on them now.
For the tortured and trafficked… Breath on them now.
For the abused and neglected… Breath on them now.
For the grieving and broken…  Breath on them now.
Almighty God, you have given us such wonderful gifts; you have inspired us and moved us, 
challenged and changed us; you have loved and supported and cared and upheld us. Send us 
out like living flames and comforting winds to move among our family, friends and neighbours.
Send us out with the gift of your Holy Spirit and the truth of the risen and ascended Jesus.
Amen

mailto:sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://youtu.be/yzU9Dv7ZXVY

