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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 147 All creatures of our God & King

1 All creatures of our God and King. Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam, Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

O praise Him! O praise Him!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 51)
Come, let us open to the presence of our God. God’s steadfast love and mercy 
welcome us. In God’s presence we shall be whiter than snow. God’s steadfast love and 
mercy embrace us.
God creates in us a new heart. God’s steadfast love and 
mercy renews us. Open our lips O Lord, and our mouth will 
declare your praise. From everlasting to everlasting, you are 
Lord. You are merciful and full of loving-kindness and great 
compassion. You have washed us thoroughly and cleansed us 
and renewed us. We will rejoice. For your grace, Lord, has 
overflowed for us. Against you we sinned, and to you alone do 
we look for restoration. Who is like our God? The One who 
takes away the iniquity of his people or the One who gives 
them clean hearts and right spirits?
This is our God, the Holy One and we come before you with thanksgiving and offer the 
sacrifice of praise. We will rejoice, for your grace, O Lord, has overflowed for us. May 
God be with you. May God bless you and your time of worship. Amen

God creates in us a new heart. 
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2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong. Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, Ye lights of evening, find a voice!
O praise Him! O praise Him!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3 Let all things their Creator bless, And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!

*Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise Him! O praise Him!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Repeat from *

https://youtu.be/0d3gO
6qD
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Let us pray
Be our vision, Jesus and our example, for your heart is good, your soul is right and your 
way is dignified. 
Be our vision, Jesus, for your word is true, your step is sure, your path is full of light. 
Be our vision, Jesus, for your mind is agile, your insight is great, your presence is inspiring. 
Be our vision, Jesus, for those who see you find life, those who receive you find peace,
those who follow you have cause to boast. 
As your truth is spoken, OUR WORDS FEEL SHALLOW. 
As your life is expressed, OUR LIVES LOOK MEAN. 
As your dignity shines, around our goals and achievements fall away and seem like nothing.
God of justice, do not remember our sins, our transgressions, our offences,
and the failings of our community and nation.
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Remember us according to your love. In your compassion, forgive us our sins, and teach us to 
be faithful to your ways. Give us humility and wisdom, that we might journey through Lent as 
a people worthy of your name, and that of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading: Mark 1: 9-15

Reflection: Another Fairy tale?

I am reminded of a fairy tale I once read about a 
princess who needed a husband. Many years ago, a king 
had one beautiful daughter. She had many offers of 
marriage, but she couldn’t make up her mind. A 
romantic girl, she wanted a man who would love her 
more than he loved anything else.

Finally, she devised a way to test the love of her suitors. An 
announcement was made and sent throughout the kingdom that on a 
certain day, there would be a race. The winner of the race would 
marry the princess. The race was open to every man in the kingdom, 
regardless of his position. All that was required was that the man 
had to profess to love the princess more than he loved anything 
else.

On the chosen day, men rich and poor gathered for the race. Each professed wholehearted 
love for the princess. They gathered at the starting line, prepared to run the course of many 
miles that had been marked for the race. Each man was told that the princess waited at the 
finish line. Whoever reached her first could take her as his bride.

Just before the race was to begin, an announcement was made. The king,                               
they were reminded, was a wealthy man with treasures gathered from all                               
over the world. Not wanting any man to run in vain, it was announced, the 
king had liberally scattered some of his finest treasures along the course. 
Each runner was welcome to take as many as he liked.

The race was begun. Almost immediately, the runners began to come 
across great gems and bags of gold. There were necklaces and pendants 
and jewel encrusted cups and swords and knives. One by one, the runners, 
princes and paupers alike, turned aside to fill their pockets and carry 
off what treasures they could. Blinded by the immediate promise of 
wealth, they forgot the princess and all their professions of love.

All except one! He pressed on, ignoring what to him were trinkets when compared to 
incomparable beauty of the princess and the prospect of gaining her hand in marriage, finally 
crossing the finish line. 

That is the way temptation works. It places things in our path meant to blind our eyes to the 
kind of life God wants us to live. With God’s grace we can learn to avoid temptation, we can 
learn to walk away from those things that would be gods in our life. With God’s grace, we can 
keep our focus on Him and the love we have for Him. With God’s grace, we can turn to loving 
our neighbour. We can learn to love others instead of loving ourselves.
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Our lesson from Mark is the familiar story of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness. Mark 
leaves out many of the details that Luke and Matthew have in their gospels. But that gives us 
a chance to dwell on the key concept of this story — the idea that Jesus was tempted.

“To tempt” means to try and convince someone to do something. Or I think in this case with 
Jesus’ temptation, God wanted to see if Jesus would do what was required of him. I believe 
that this is God’s purpose in times of testing. At the same time, Satan has his own purpose —
to turn Jesus away from God.

We need to look at this story in the context of Jesus’ life. Jesus had just been baptized by 
John. He had come out of the water and immediately the Holy Spirit drove Jesus into the 
wilderness.

Can you sense the major change in the emotion of the story? Jesus was living in the ecstasy 
of his baptism and then immediately he was in the wilderness experiencing the brokenness of 
this world. In Mark’s gospel, we do not have the three acts of temptation that we find in the 
other gospels. All we know is that Jesus was tempted. And I think that is enough for us to 
know.

The question that begs to be asked and answered is why was Jesus tempted? Why did the 
Son of God did He have to go through this? Jesus, I think, was not so much tempted by the 
devil, but by the situation itself to see if he would follow His Father in heaven.

This last week we have just entered the period of known as Lent. It is the time when we 
follow this journey of Jesus to the cross. We follow Him as He is tempted, as the Devil tries 
to convince Jesus to steer away from His course of undeserved suffering and death. We see 
Jesus come through this period of temptation with His face renewed. Along the way, we see 
Jesus set His face, and we see those who would minister to him as He faces the cross.
Jesus knew that He should follow the path set for Him by His Father. And in that wilderness 
experience, He was able to show Himself and His father that He could follow that path. 
What path are we following and how do we measure up? Maybe we need with the help of God’s 
grace, to take time this Lent and focus more on the life we should lead as followers of Christ, 
rather than being tempted away to follow other roads.

Let us pray
Lord Jesus Christ,
in the inhospitality of the desert you were tested by offers of food and power and were 
challenged to reveal who you were. In spite of the pressure’s you did not give in to 
temptation.
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 153  Great Is Thy Faithfulness
,

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest.
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

In the inhospitable places of our lives, help us to resist the temptations we encounter, when 
we want to find comfort in possessions, when we want to find self-worth through domination,
when we want to deny we follow Jesus.
In the comfort zone of the church, where we feel safe and loved, help us to resist the 
temptations we encounter, when we take refuge in tradition, when we allow finance to limit 
our vision, when we accept others only if they conform to our standards.
Help us to turn once again to you. Give us strength when our commitment is weak.
Enable us to place our trust in you.

For those who feel that all that was precious to them has been washed away, For those who 
feel that they are lost in a wilderness beset by temptation, For those who have never heard 
your voice speaking to them, For those who feel that they are blemished and in need of 
cleansing, For those who need to know what way they should go next, For those who feel they 
have no more strength to go on,
May they hear your good news. May they know that you are near at hand. May they know your 
Spirit descending on them, through Jesus Christ. Amen

https://youtu.be/U
h382j0wK7k
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Creator God, you made us in your image to be your people, wherever we go.
This coming week, whatever we experience, wherever we find ourselves,
help us to know that you are with us – guiding, revealing and sustaining – always.
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