
Worship At Home

4th July 2021
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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – SGP 23 Sing Hey for the Carpenter

CCL 1160072Come with me, come wander, Come welcome the world, 
Where strangers might smile, or where stones may be hurled; 
Come leave what you cling to, Lay down what you clutch
And find, with hands empty, That hearts can hold much.

Come walk in my company, come sleep by my side,
Come savour a lifestyle, with nothing to hide;
Come sit at my table and eat with my friends,
Discovering that love which the world never ends.

Sing Hey for the carpenter …

Gracious God, you call us on a journey to grow in grace and holiness.
As we travel on that journey give us an assurance of your loving presence, that, filled with 
your Spirit, we may work with you, and our fellow pilgrims, in the transformation of our 
churches and our communities so that they become signs  of your kingdom of justice and 
joy. Heavenly Father, heavenly King, we come before you today just as we are. We come to 
listen and to learn. We come and lay everything down to stand in your awesome presence. 
Amen. 

1

“Grab your bags, all you who are under attack. God has 
given notice: “Attention! I’m evicting everyone who lives 
here, and right now—yes, right now!
I’m going to press them to the limit, squeeze the life 
right out of them.”…
Lord, I know that people’s lives are not their own; it is 
not for them to direct their steps. So correct us, God, 
as you see best — not in your anger, That would be the 
end of us. Pour out your anger on the nations that do not 
acknowledge you, on the peoples who won’t pray to you—
For they have devoured Jacob; they have devoured him 
completely and destroyed his homeland.”

Jeremiah 10:17-18, 23-25

Come leave your possessions, come share out your treasure,
Come give and receive without method or measure;
Come loose every bond that’s restraining the spirit,
Enabling the earth to be yours to inherit.

Sing Hey for the carpenter …
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Chorus Sing Hey for the carpenter, leaving his tools!
Sing Hey for the Pharisees, leaving their rules!
Sing Hey for the fishermen, leaving their nets!
Sing Hey for the people, who leave their regrets!

Come share in my laughter, come close to my fears,
Come find yourself washed with the kiss of my tears;
Come stand close at hand while I suffer and die,
And find in three days how I never will lie.

Sing Hey for the carpenter …
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Reading: Mark 6:1-13

https://youtu.be/xEBaV3xltVY
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Let us pray
Loving God, all-sufficient one, we acknowledge your presence and we worship you. We worship 
you, Lord Jesus Christ, holy and anointed one.
You laid your life down that we might live. We welcome your authority and influence in our 
lives, Holy Spirit. You intercede for us when we have no strength. You are with us and guide 
us in our weakness.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, are worthy of all our praise: we adore you, Lord of all.
Help us to learn how to be still and know that you are God. Help us to seek simplicity, to slow 
down and not to hurry, to require nothing more than what you give, and to fear being 
vulnerable, so that we can be complete in your presence.
As we dwell in your word show us how to live, that our lives shine with your glory, and those 
who encounter us may know you and that you 
are at work in your world.
God of majesty and might, your glory shines throughout 
the universe: even when we are not shining as brightly as 
you hoped we would.
When our actions are not loving, and we think  only of ourselves.
When our words bring hurt to others and we don’t even notice that your name is not glorified. 
Fill us, strengthen us, correct us and challenge us to open our minds and hearts to you again 
through our worship, through Your word, through prayer. 
When the way we live is selfish and we find no time for you. When we do not see you or 
reveal your love – gently pull us back. Show us the stars of night and the majesty of your 
creation, remind us of your glory so that once again we come before you in adoration. Knowing 
that you are truly God united Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Draw us together so that we might dwell in your presence, and that through our worship and 
your love we might find strength to do your will. Amen.

Reflection: Come walk with me ….
Gone are the days when we simply packed our suitcases, collected a 
map and compass or sat nav and just went. On hold for now are the 
images of young backpackers on the road seeking lifts, their 
rucksacks so huge that they can barely lift them and when they 
walk it appears that at any moment they will tip over onto the 
road.
Compare that scene to the disciples, going out with so little to 
protect them. Or was it so that nothing hindered them when they 
needed to run fast and disappear quickly to avoid arrest?
Either way imagine how trusting they must have been, and how 

open they were to what might happen (good 
and bad). Picture too the itinerant monks of 

the Middle Ages who took the Gospel 
message across Europe following the 
directive that Matthew delivers in the 

closing of his Gospel ”to go out into the world
and teach the good news.’ Literally, they walked
around Europe and North Africa wearing sandals
on their feet, possessing the clothes on their
back and carrying only a cloak and staff. No food,
no money and no bag. But leaving behind them the
lasting legacy of Jesus of Nazareth.
The importance of both the stories we read in Mark
concentrate on the importance of evangelism and the 
challenges and pitfalls are well highlighted.
The first set in Jesus’ home town where his previous
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According to the media this week – Britain is 
once again on the move. It is safe to travel 
within the UK.
When we go on a journey – any journey that 
means being away from home for a while –
what might we take with us? The America 
Express slogan is “Don’t leave home without it”
What would you not leave home without? 
What do we regard as essential items for a 
journey?

This photo shows a family arriving on the shores 
of the Greek Island of Lesbos earlier this year.
• If this was you and your family, how might 

you be feeling?
• When have you had to be prepared to be 

vulnerable?
• How can we make ourselves more able to 

trust in God’s sufficiency?
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus sends his 
disciples on a journey, carrying only the

absolute minimum they need. We are not told how they got on, but we are told that their 
trip was a success. They didn’t need lots of worldly goods to be successful. They were 
prepared to be vulnerable and rely only on God and other people.

neighbours question where his authority to speak comes from, although they do appear to 
accept his honesty, insights and holiness. But one so close to them isn’t getting any where 
close to them accepting their need to change. Although Jesus healed the sick and suffering, 
his greater message was not embraced by the people of Nazareth.

Consider the events of the second story: the disciples have travelled further a field in ever 
expanding circles throughout Galilee and beyond. We learn of the two important features of 
evangelism. To preach the Gospel message of repentance and to care for those in need. Such 
simple tasks, not beyond our own capacities.

Reflect for a moment on occasions when you have had the opportunities (taken and lost) to 
speak of someone/some people about faith and about how you have cared for someone in need 
of help. How far out of you comfort zone did you have to go? What difficulties did you find 
along the way?

What next? Where is Jesus sending you next? At home? Locally? Or further away? What 
skills will you need to help you on your way?

Would you ever contemplate going out unprotected and insecure trusting only in God’s power 
to provide? Other traditions take time out of their busy lives to go out into their world in 
groups would that make the task easier or harder? What preparations do we need to make it 
to go our into the world like this?

Certainly we are called to study the bible and pray. Faith and praise are often listed as the 
accoutrements we need for such a task? Where is God leading you? Where are you willing to 
go? Are you open to his leading?

Let us pray
Jesus help us to learn from your life, and not to take criticism  and rejection too hard. Help 
us not to be downhearted or deterred but be ever ready to speak of you life, retell your 
stories to care for those in need and of the opportunities which arise. Amen
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

Loving God, help us to be like Jesus, and like his disciples sent on their mission –
caring, sharing and welcoming – so that your will may be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 535   To be a pilgrim

CCL 1160072
1  He who would valiant be,

'gainst all disaster,
let him in constancy,
follow the Master.
There's no discouragement,
shall make him once relent
his first avowed intent
to be a pilgrim.

2 Who so beset him round
with dismal stories,
do but themselves confound—
his strength the more is.
No foes shall stay his might,
though he with giants fight;
he will make good his right
to be a pilgrim.

3 Since, Lord, Thou dost defend
us with Thy Spirit,
we know we at the end
shall life inherit.
Then, fancies, flee away!
I'll fear not what men say,
I'll labour night and day
to be a pilgrim.

Let’s pray,
Jesus, loving one, we thank you that you are with us always, just as you were when you sent out 
your disciples to share the Gospel. We pray today for all who service on the mission field: at 
home or abroad. We pray for those who make themselves vulnerable by serving you. We pray 
today for the work of Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) and in 
particular for the families morning the loss of the two Spanish doctors and their driver shot 
dead in Ethiopia this week and the growing numbers of attacks in recent times of attacks and 
killings of aid workers. Of people going out into the world to share the Gospel.
We pray for all those caught up in frontline situations. And for the people working to bring 
about reconciliation across our world. Diffuse hatred and bring peace to the world. 
Merciful God sufficient, we lift our prayers before you.
When the disciples were sent out, they were instructed to take no food with them. We pray 
for all people who live each day not knowing where their next meal is coming from. For all 
those who rely on aid or food banks to put a meal on the table. Feed and nourish those in 
need.
Merciful God sufficient, we lift our prayers before you.
As Covid numbers rise slightly again in the UK, but are still relatively low here, we remember 
in prayer those who work on the Covid frontlines in our country and around the world. We pray 
for all countries struggling to cope with the pandemic due to lack of resources and vaccines. 
For India coping with another epidemic. And for the young children/babies who have been 
admitted to hospital in India with symptoms of breathlessness and falling blood pressure 
about a month after the death of their mothers from Covid. We pray for those everywhere 
who are sick in body or in mind and for the bereaved. Restore health, comfort and console.
Merciful God, we lift our prayers before you. Amen
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