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Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 193 God is love: his the care

CCL 1160072

1 God is love: His the care, Tending each, everywhere. God is love, all is there!
Jesus came to show him, That mankind might know Him

Sing aloud, loud, loud! Sing aloud, loud, loud! God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise Him!

2 None can see God above; all have here man to love; Thus, may we Godward move,
finding him in others, sisters all, and brothers.

Sing aloud, loud, loud! Sing aloud, loud, loud! God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise Him!

Loving God,
we come to worship today because we love you, and we want to love you more. We come to 
worship needing love in our lives: Love for family, friends, strangers, enemies.
In this time of worship, touch our hearts, fill our hearts, open our hearts to your love which 
passes all understanding. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/Pgbx95-2Q
L8

3 Jesus shared joy and pain, lived and died, rose again, rules our hearts, now & then,
For He came to save us. By the truth He gave us.

Sing aloud, loud, loud! Sing aloud, loud, loud! God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise Him!

Let us pray together
God of many names, yet Lord of all, we come together here to remember you. In the midst 
of the cut and thrust of daily life, the competition for time and space, In the midst of
competing elements for our leisure time, In the midst of all that we are going through, 
we come here to worship. To change our focus. To put you first.
Forgive us when we relegate you. When we choose our way over your way. When we do a deal 
with the world, to make life easier. We confess our waywardness and our willfulness ...
God of love, you offer us forgiveness. You wait on us, ready to welcome us again. Heal, 
restore and challenge us today. May we bring our lives into sync with our words: and be the 
people you would have us be. This we pray, in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray saying …....
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As 

A Rabbi once told the story of a little boy playing hide-
and-seek with his friends. For some unknown reason they 
stopped playing while he was hiding. When he finally realised
that they weren’t coming, he began to cry. 
Sometime later his grandfather came out of the house to 
see where he was and to bring him in for dinner. 
After learning what had happened, the grandfather said, 
"Do not weep, my child, because the boys did not come to 
find you. Perhaps you can learn a lesson from this 
disappointment. Even when we go into hiding from God.  
God never gives up on us.

4. To our Lord praise we sing, Light and life, friend and King, 
Coming down, love to bring, Pattern for our duty, Showing God in beauty.

Sing aloud, loud, loud! Sing aloud, loud, loud! God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise Him!

https://youtu.be/Pgbx95-2QL8
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Reading: John 18.33-37

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever. Amen.

Consider today’s reading from Pilate’s point of view - On the night of Jesus’ arrest Jesus 
was taken to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate swept into his headquarters, angry. It had 
been a long night. He summoned Jesus, looked him up and down, the blood, on his face and 
arms; the hair, matted; the clothes, torn; the smell, sharp. None of this affected Pilate. He 
saw this daily. It was the silence; the way Jesus met his eyes.
“Are you King of the Jews?” he asked impatiently. It was what Pilate had been told people 
were calling this man standing before him.
“Is this your own question, or are you repeating what others had said?” Jesus responded.
Pilate paused and looked Jesus up and down once more.
Shrugged his shoulders. “I am not a Jew, am I?”
This conversation was yet again another that he was fed up with, the petty religious 
sensibilities of a culture he neither understood nor was interested in.
“Your own priests handed you to me. Why? What have you done?”
“I don’t have a kingdom here,” Jesus replied. “If I was a ruler here would not my followers 
rise up and fight and keep me from being handed over. This isn’t close to being my 
kingdom.”
“So you are a king?” Pilate asked.
“Your words. Not mine. I am here only to speak to the truth, and those who belong to 
truth, recognise my voice.”

Pilate shook his head. “Truth? Pah!” It seemed such a hollow word and a waste of time. He 
left Jesus and went to speak to the priests again. Hopefully this would be over soon.
In the end Pilate, cannot find the truth he is seeking, so he does the only thing he is able 
to do – he washes his hands of Jesus and sends him back for someone else to deal with.
As it is written in this weeks spill the beans – Pilate is mulling over his own situation – “no 
one told me that becoming Governor who give me such a headache. These Jewish leaders 
have a real bee in their bonnets about this man” … “I am really not sure what they think 
this guy has done. From what I have heard he seems to be a bit of a do-gooder and miracle 
worker. Hardly a bad guy. But I had better do the Governor-thing and see what this Jesus 
person has to say for himself.

The cheek of the man, how dare he turn the question back on me. I am not a Jew. I am just 
trying to do the right thing. I am still not getting it, he hardly looks like some pretender to 
a throne, there must be more to this.

“Your own people have turned you over to me. What have done to rile them up so much?”
I am really not sure I understand a word he is saying. Something about kingdoms not being 
of this world. Is he a king then? “You are a king then!”

Oh crikey, here he goes again trying to confuse me. I never said he was a king, it was those 
religious folk! What’s this about truth? Isn’t that what I have been trying to find out?
My head hurts. I really don’t get what the fuss is about this man they call Jesus. He seems 
harmless to me. He has a gentle way with him, hardly the power-hungry throne grabber he 
was made out to be. Maybe this truth he talks about is what is making the leaders feel 
threatened. I came here for a quiet life not to get involved in this kind of nonsense. (Yawn)
I can’t cope with this. I will let the people decide.”

And so the Jesus case goes out to the people (the jury) to decide…

Reflection: Two sides to every story!
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He knows that truth is more than a fact, an answer, or an experience, and that it cannot be 
possessed. It’s a life to be lived. The truth to which Jesus testifies is that God is beyond the 
circumstances of this world while at the same time present in the circumstances of this world. 
And Jesus came into the world to tell us about that truth, to show us what it looks like in a 
human life and to teach us how to be a part of and belong to that truth. That’s a lesson Pilate 
doesn’t seem to understand. He wants facts, “What have you done?”, “So, you are a king?” 
Pilate says. It’s a lesson the world desperately needs to learn and one we are all still learning.  
To seek & claim sole & exclusive possession of the truth, is the way of Pilate & the way of the 
world, but it’s not the way of Christ. Jesus never asks us to possess the truth about him or 
anything else. Instead, he asks us to belong to the truth. To let ourselves be possessed by his 
truth, & listen to his voice. So, here’s my question: do we belong to the truth, & do we live & 
act as if the truth belongs to us? How we answer that question will determine whose voice we 
listen to. The choices we make, the priorities we establish, the words we speak, & the actions 
we take. 
“Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice,” Jesus said. Okay, then whose voice do 
we listen to when we act as if the truth belongs to us? We listen to our own voice and when we 
do it becomes difficult, if not impossible to hear another’s voice, human or divine.
When we make ourselves custodians of the truth, when we believe that the truth belongs to 
us, we listen to our own voice and the voices of those who think and act like us. We listen to 
the voice of our political party, our country, our religion, our faction. We listen to the voice of 
our fear and insecurity. We listen to the voice of our prejudice, our individual needs & desires, 
our experience. But Jesus wants us to embrace the truth, live the truth and listen to his voice!
Today we are so challenged.

It has always baffled me why we have this passage on the lectionary calendar is found at this 
point in the year. Wouldn’t it be better placed in the Sunday’s leading up to Easter? But if 
you look closely, you will see why it is placed here. It’s another
story about identity. Who is Jesus? Pilate ask’s “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” It’s a simple question and Pilate wants a simple 
answer, a simple truth. Yes or no. You either are or you aren’t. 
Which is it? It’s a clear question which is looking for a clear answer. 
Pilate wants to eliminate all wiggle room & to possess the truth of the matter – who is Jesus? 
I think, there are time in life when we all do things to try and possess the truth. We want to 
know that within the bounds of our truth we have given ourselves some power over our lives, 
some stability and security, some predictability and control. It’s often our first response to 
the circumstances of daily life. There is, however, a dark and dangerous side to claiming 
possession of the truth. When we claim have the truth we put ourselves in the position of 
having to defend, guard, and protect that truth. We promote and impose our truth on others. 
Lines are drawn and walls are built. Conversations are reduced to a monologue of rhetoric, 
and relationships give way to either isolation or domination. And pretty soon violence arises in 
the words we speak and the actions we take. Sometimes it is a violence that injures or kills 
another human being but it always wounds the human soul, theirs and ours.

If we think about truth rationally, in terms of factual information about let’s say something 
like a road accident. At most, we only possess one piece of the truth. Each witness tells us 
what they saw and only from their perspective. We never possess the whole truth. The more 
witnesses we speak to, the more we begin to realise that the truth 

is never as simple as we wanted it to be or as we try to make it. It’s
not just in situations like a road accident that this is seen. It’s also

about practicing life, practicing faith, practicing relationships. Like 
it or not, it’s a reality we face every day.
I wonder if that’s why Jesus does not give Pilate a straight answer. 
Maybe that’s his way of telling us that truth is never as simple as 
we want it to be, never as absolute as we often assert it to be, and 
never as exclusive as we sometimes claim it is. 
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Thank you to those who have taken the time to contact me. Take care out there this week. 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and each day.  
Rev. Susan Thorburn, sthorburn@churchofscotland.org.uk
If you choose to email me, please can you tell me who you are and where you live. Thank you.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all evermore. Amen. 

Listen or sing or read the words of this hymn – CH4 557 O Love that will not let me go 

1 O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.

2 O light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

3 O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

CCL 1160072

Let us pray: Creator God, revealed to us in Jesus of Nazareth, present to us now through 
your Spirit, we hear your call to care for the lost, the last, the little, and the least that even 
through us your grace may touch their lives. 
Loving God, friend of outcast and stranger prejudiced in favour of those whom others reject, 
we hear your call to care for those on the margins of our world; Today we pray for  refugees 
seeking asylum and new hope, those who had had to flea their homes and security those 
excluded from our communities. May we offer dignity and respect to each and every person 
and offer a place here  for the stranger and the outcast. 
We pray for those in authority, that they may not manipulate truth to retain power. We pray 
for those exploited or abused by those in positions of power. We pray for integrity and 
compassion in every action, for wisdom in decision-making. We pray for those robbed of their 
freedom for challenging injustice. We pray for our church, that in confidence we would share 
your truths that we know, and in humility seek out the truths we have yet to learn. We pray 
for one another and ourselves, that we would be open to truth and eager for wisdom. May the 
kingship of Christ guide us. 
We pray for those suffering from the abuse of power: those made lonely, those rejected;
those whose hearts are damaged, whose hopes are destroyed; those who live in fear of those 
‘above’ them. We pray for all who suffer: for those laid low by the tyranny of disease
and those rendered helpless by poverty and disadvantage.
Lord, help us to stand by the powerless; may we learn to use our influence for good to 
promote justice and truth, to defend the weak; that your kingdom may come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 
God beyond all names whose presence lives in those you call by name whose presence goes 
before us into the lives of those to whom we minister we hear your call to serve in a variety 
of places. We pray that each one of us as we serve you in our particular ministry may find 
renewed depth in our relationship with you, may be confirmed in our call to this ministry, 
may find our gifts and call affirmed as we offer them in service, may become a part of a 
healthy and life-giving community of faith. Hear these our prayers 
as we offer them in the name of Jesus Amen.

https://youtu.be/biHQ
VoAU

TtU

4 O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
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